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Intentions
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week

Sept. 6 Vigil Mass

Parishioners of St. Mary’s

Sept. 7 — 23" Sunday of Ordinary Time
Rev. Theodore Szelest

Frances Bishopp

Deceased Members of the Rosica Family
Sept. 8 — Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Yiman Ng

Clara Crowley

Sept. 9 — St. Peter Claver

Valerio Laya (Living)

Rev. Theodore Szelest

Sept. 10 - Weekday

Rosa Azuelo

Antonio Mirkovich

Sept. 11 - Weekday

A. William Weitze

Joseph Murrary

Sept. 12 - Weekday

Robert Rosica

Nila Budinich

Sept. 13 — St. John Chrysostom
Timothy Sheehan

Donohue & Fitzgibbon Families

Sept. 14 — Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Parishioners of St. Mary’'s

Frances Bishopp

Anthony Tarabocchia

In Loving Memory

The Bread and Wine offered at this week's Masses

are given in memory of Rev. Theodore Szelest.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in praise of God and in
memory of Frances Bishopp requested by her

granddaughters.

We ask your prayers for our recently deceased parishioner Allan C.
Tackel

If you would like our parish to continue to pray for family, friends or
loved ones who are ill and in need of prayer, please call the rectory
office — 201-384-0557. We will put their names on the sick list once
again and continue our prayer for them. If you want their name to be
added to our Prayer Chain, please let us know that as well.

Please pray for the sick

Mariana Cardenas...George Magno...Peter Ramzi... David Storick
Bob Jackson...Arthur Rudolph...Susan G. Klarer... Rosa Goffi
Katherine Marie Mirabile...John R...Maria Martinez...Maureen G.
Emily Del Vecchio...Crocetta Pidi...Joan Cole...Angela Darata

Anne O'Neill...Margherita Bonaldo... Valerie Kana’...Kendra Wehner
Teresa Colgan...Patricia Marino...Mary Ellen Muccarone...Ed Lane
Mathilde Hartmann...Dorothy McDuffy...Angela Petrocelly

Benjamin Zangoglia...Kathy Hans

Holy Hour for Peace

We extend an invitation to all of our parishioners to spend time with
the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament this Sunday, Sept. 7, following the
12:00 Mass. As we remember the horror and loss of life that
occurred on Sept. 11, 2001, we ask the Lord to touch the hearts of
those who continually use violence, fear and terrorism to achieve
their ends and to help them to see love as the only real way to end
conflicts. Please join us and pray for the gift of peace in our
world.

Sunday — September 7

9:00AM Catechist Meeting SFC

1:00PM — 2:00PM Holy Hour UC

1:00PM — 4:00PM PALAD’s EB Meeting RCB
2:00PM — 6:00PM Couples for Christ SFC
Baptism

Blessing of the Students UC

Choir Recruitment

Monday — September 8

7:00PM Catechist Meeting SFC
7:30PM Finance Council Meeting RCB
Birth of the Virgin Mary

Tuesday — September 9

9:30AM Parents Group B10
3:30PM Catechist Meeting SFC
7:00PM-9:00PM Adult Choir Chapel

Wednesday — September 10

4:00PM-6:00PM Children/Bell Choir Chapel/UC
7:00PM OLPH Novena LC

7:30PM New Parent Meeting UC/SFC

7:30PM Pastoral Council Meeting

7:30PM — 9:30PM Line Dancing SH

Thursday — September 11

Friday — September 12

7:30PM Rosary for Peace LC
7:30PM-11:00PM Couples for Christ SFC
8:00PM Y & YAMC Youth Room

Saturday — September 13

Sunday — September 14

8:55AM Religious Ed PACT Angels First Session UC/School
9:00AM-10:00AM Adult RCIA RCA

10:00AM Rite of Acceptance

11:00AM-12:00Noon Kids RCIA Class SFC
11:00AM-12:00Noon Teen RCIA Youth Room

After 12:00Noon Mass PALAD’s San Lorenzo Ruiz Novena UC
2:00PM-6:00PM Couples for Christ SFC

Feast of the Holy Cross

Bereavement Group

St. Mar‘y‘s

invites you to join us in
a ['._")c reavement
\".‘5111.11.1011: (“.!‘"UUF’
I ucsdn\qs, 7 pm in the |
R_C(TI'(\I'_L]. Lwcginning
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for more information.
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| was looking at my calendar before writing my column and
found that Sunday, Sept. 7, is Grandparent’s Day. This day may not
be as well known as Mother’s of Father's Day, but it certainly honors
people who are tremendously important in the lives of young
children.

First and foremost, they show great love and affection for
their grandchildren. In addition, grandparents today are often
caregivers for their grandchildren. Some grandparents are
babysitters on a daily basis, helping to care for their grandchildren
because parents have to work. In some cases, grandparents are the
“parents” on a long-term basis when biological parents can't fulfill that
role for some reason. We thank God for the wonderful goodness of
grandparents. It seems as if they have a limitless amount of love and
affection, which can only be described as being showered on their
grandchildren.

I knew only two of my grandparents. My father's mother
died when my father was only 13 and my mother’s father died before
| was born. My father’s father lived with us until he died when | was
only about 8 years old. Sadly, he was senile for most of the time that
| remember him. | remember most my grandmother, my mother’s
mother. On Sunday afternoon, we would go to her house for dinner
and we would work in her garden in her backyard. | sifted more dirt
for my grandmother’s gardens (for which she always gave me a
quarter or fifty cents which was a lot of money for a 7-year old back
then.) | have wonderful memories of my grandmother and | can still
picture her face in my mind.

We ask God to bless grandparents today and every day for
the love and care they so freely give and for the enjoyment they give
to their grandchildren. Today, we also ask God’s blessings for two
other groups of people — teachers and students.

By this weekend, classes have begun in grammar schools,
high schools and colleges. Students and teachers are beginning
another school year. In addition to grandparents, teachers are
another important group in the lives of children. Teachers open
minds to knowledge and help students to realize their potential. They
challenge children to move forward and to see how far they can go
when they make use of their gifts and talents. By their goodness and
the time that they spend with students, especially those who have
difficulty with learning, teachers demonstrate how much they care
about those in their charge.

As with any profession, the teaching profession also has
some members who do not always demonstrate the concern that is
so much a part of what teaching is all about. Sometimes, students
may encounter teachers who are not as caring as their profession
calls them to be. Thankfully, they are very few and far between.
Most teachers care deeply for their students and, for this, we thank
them and all that they do to impart knowledge to their students.
Because of their great goodness, they help students to reach higher
and to move forward on the road, which is life.

We pray that these two groups whom we honor today —
grandparents and teachers — will always know how much what they
do is appreciated by others. May God bless them and care for them
today and everyday.

Love,
Fr. Bob

A bequest received

We are grateful and happy to announce that St. Mary’s has been
named in a will of one of our parishioners who has passed away.
Erika Olander left St. Mary’s $10,000.00 in her will and we recently
received the check for that amount from the executor of her estate.
We pray that she may now be at peace in God'’s loving embrace and
we thank her in our prayers for her generosity to our parish. May she
rest in peace forever.

: God’s Plan for Giving —* The measure of your free-will offering

shall be in proportion to the blessing
the Lord, your God, has bestowed on

you.”
(Deuteronomy 16:10)
Collection for August 30-31, 2008 $10,409.00
Same weekend in 2007 $11,494.00

The true purpose of tithing is to secure, not the tithe, but the
tither; not the gift, but the giver; not your money, but you...for
God."
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Am | my brother’s keeper? All three readings today suggest that for
the Christian steward, the answer is absolutely and unequivocally
“Yes!”...Fr. Bob

Time & Talent

As the ministries, committees and societies of St. Mary’s begin once
again after the summer lull, we will be using this space in the bulletin
each week to highlight a ministry, committee or society of the parish.
In the near future, it is our hope that members of these various
ministries, committees or societies will be available one weekend to
distribute information about their ministry, committee or society.
They will also be there to welcome and invite new members and to
speak about what their ministry, committee or society is about and
how they help to fulfill the mission of the parish. Please look here
each week and look for parishioners as well to talk about their
ministry, committee or society.

Tithing the Tithe — 2008
For the month of August, our parish was able to tithe a total of
$1,286.00 from what we received in our Sunday collections. We
have sent checks to the following people/groups in the following
amounts:

Peter lwuala — Newark seminarian - $286.00

St. John Food Pantry, Newark - $286.00

Missionaries of Charity, Newark - $286.00

Emergency Fund - $428.00

Stewardship Prayer

Dear Lord,

| pray that you will give me the wisdom to guide me on this faith
journey of stewardship. Help me to understand that everything that |
have is a gift from you. Open up my heart and my mind so that | may
use these marvelous gifts to give back to you here on earth. | pray,
Lord, that you will welcome me into your kingdom at the end of my
life and that you are pleased with what | have done with all your gifts.

I Amen.

Consider Getting Involved in Music at St. Mary's

| would like to invite our parishioners to participate in our music

programs here at St. Mary’'s in the upcoming year. Our musical

groups include:

The Adult Choir - Rehearsals on Tuesday evenings 7-9pm
beginning Sept. 9. 10:am mass on Sundays.

The Contemporary Choir - Rehearsals at 4:30pm on Saturdays
followed by 5:30 pm mass.

The Children’s Choir - Rehearsals on Wednesday Afternoons 4-
5pm beginning Sept. 10. Mass approx. once a month.

The Youth Choir - Rehearsals to be announced. Mass approx.
once a month.

The Filipino Choir - 12pm mass approx. once a month.

The Bell Choir-Rehearsals Wednesday Afternoons 5-6pm beginning
Sept. 10

Please contact Steve Pochini or fill out an application and return it to
Steve or to the rectory office if you are interested in joining us. Choir
recruitment Sunday is this weekend Sept. 7.

Mission Appeal — Aug. 30-31

We thank those who gave so generously to the Mission Appeal last
weekend. We received a total of $1,785.00 that will be sent to the
Missionary Society of St. Paul, to support their work, especially in
some of the nations on the continent of Africa.
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Serving in Iraq

We ask God to keep in his care all those who are serving overseas in
our armed forces, especially in Iraq or Afghanistan. They are listed
below and we ask your prayers for them.

Christopher lacobino Michael Whitford Michael Bianco
Brian Collins Alicia Newball Gerald J. Ferra, Jr.
James Markert Mathew Rosica James Phillips Kyle Zownir
Kristine Becker Donald Dickson Danny Hilsdorf
Edward Bryan Frago Angelica Peji John Paul McLauglin
Joshua M LaBazzetta James R. Melady Robert Dellner
Walter F. Fawcettt David Christopher Pierson Stefan Hutnik
Christopher Lynch Zane Campbel Christopher Kishbach
Robert Challener, Jr. Ryan Shireman Christian Baierwalter
Joe Shannon...Anthony Zangoglia...Wayne Lawton

If you have a relative serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, please call the rectory
so that we can add his/her name and offer a prayer for him/her.

A New Ministry
Are you unemployed? Are you having trouble finding work? Don’t

know where to turn? Brian Murray is looking to form a new ministry
for all those who lost their jobs effected by the economy. Please call
the rectory and leave your name and telephone number.
PO U VIS U D R U U U R N I R U N U U S S
St. Mary’s Senior Housing Residence
As we hear new information that needs to be passed on to our
parishioners, we will announce it at Masses on Sunday as well as
printing it in the bulletin. Please continue to look in the bulletin for
updates regarding the construction of the Senior Residence Building
or the new intersection at the corner of New Milford and Washington
Avenues.
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Faithful Citizenship Sunday — Sept. 28
In light of the upcoming general election in November, Archbishop
Myers has designated Sunday, Sept. 28, as Faithful Citizenship
Sunday. This is in keeping with a recent document from the United
States bishops entitled Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.
In keeping with that designation, there are three particular ways in
which we will acknowledge that call to faithful citizenship here at St.
Mary's: 1) we will include in the bulletin a two-page summary of
Forming Consciences for Faithful Consciences; 2) we will have
available a Catholic Update pamphlet on this pastoral document by
our bishops; and 3) we will show a 30 minute DVD in the lower
church between the 7:45 and 10:00 Masses, and again between the
10:00 and 12:00 Masses on Sunday, Sept. 28. We hope that our
parishioners will take the time to read this literature and to come and
view the video.
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Summer Trip 2009
Because our trip this past summer was so successful, we want to
look into various options for July 2009. On the weekend of Sept. 13-
14, there will be a flyer in the bulletin regarding three possible trips:
1) a 9-day trip to California for $2,950.00 per person; 2) a 10-day trip
to the Dakotas/Yellowstone National Park for $3,600.00 per person;
3) a 7-night cruise out of Los Angeles of the Mexican Rivera (Cabo
San Lucas, Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlan) for $2,750 per person. Once
you have a chance to look at the flyer on Sept. 13-14, please call
the rectory if you would be interested in actually going on one
of these trips.
U U VIS U R R U U U U N I I U U I R IR S
Cell Phone Drop-off

The Dumont Police Department Reserves will be having
a program where used cell phones, chargers and other
accessories can be dropped of and distributed to victims of

» domestic violence in town. We will have a drop-off

receptacle here at the parish on the school side of the church every
weekend from Aug.30-31 through Sept. 13-14. If you have a used
cell phone, charger or other accessories, please bring them with
you when you come to Mass and you will be able to drop them
off one of the weekends when the drop-off receptacle will be
here.

Campaign Information

As of Wednesday, September 3, 2008, our total stands at
$844,569.00. This represents the sacrifice of 396 families who have
willingly offered their assistance so that we can realize our dream.

Campaign Prayer
God of all goodness, in every generation, you gather your

people together in peace and bind them as one in prayer, in
community and in service. For almost one hundred years, you have
united the people of St. Mary’s as one parish family. We are men
and women, adult and children, coming from the four corners of the
earth, speaking different languages, yet bound together through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Through your goodness and the generosity
of those who have come before us, we have been blessed in our
present home — our church — for almost fifty years.

Now is the time for us, the people of St. Mary’s gathered at
this time in our history, to ensure that what we have received from
those before us may be preserved for those who will come after us.
In prayer and in reflection, we now realize the greatness of your
bounty and we accept the challenge of offering our time, our talent
and our treasure so that we can preserve for future generations what
we have been fortunate enough to receive from those who have built
before us in faith and trust.

Send your Spirit upon us, O Lord, that we may be cheerful
as we accept joyfully this next phase in the life of our parish. Help us
to share a portion of our gifts, so that we, as a parish, may realize
the dream and preserve for those who come after us what we have
received in gratitude.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PR U U U IS R I I VI U U I U I U VI U R
PALAD Corner

St Mary’s will host the 8" Sunday novena in honor of San Lorenzo
Ruiz on Sunday, September 14, after the 12:00 noon Mass in the
Upper Church. San Lorenzo Ruiz is the first Filipino Saint and his
feast will be celebrated on September 28 at the Cathedral Basilica of
Sacred Heart in Newark. Everyone is invited to join both the Novena
and the Archdiocesan celebration of the feast. There will be
fellowship, and snacks, after the September 14 Novena at Szelest
Hall. For more information, please call 201-387-9140 or send email
to palad@stmarysdumont.org.

PR U U U U R I R U U U I U U U U U R R
Help at St. John's Food Kitchen, Newark

We will be serving a noon meal once again at St. John’s Food
Kitchen in Newark on Friday, Sept. 12. Team A of our volunteers will
be going that day. It may be hard to think of the colder months at this
time of year, but we know that that time of year is not so far away.
Those who work at that food kitchen were overwhelmed at the
amount of clothing, etc., that we brought when we went on August 8.
They can still use white socks, men’s sneakers, men’s coats, good,
used men’s clothing and backpacks in preparation for the colder
months ahead. If you can purchase any of these items or have good,
used clothing that you wish to donate, you can be a part of this
wonderful, charitable work. The Lord said to those who stood at the
doors of the kingdom of heaven: When | was hungry, you gave me
to eat; when | was naked, you clothed me. We can fulfill that
command of the Lord for others by going to Newark (if we can) or by
giving clothing that can be taken there.

PR U U U S R U R U U R R R R U U R R U
Broadway Bound in September

This Friday, Sept. 12, we go to see the musical Gypsy. The bus will
leave at 6:15 and will cost $15.00 per person. Due to the heavy
volume of traffic that we encounter on Friday evenings, we have to
leave on time. Please make sure that you are on time that
evening.

PR U U U I R U R U I R U R R U R U S PR
St. Michael's Parish Garage Sale

St. Michael's Palisades Park is sponsoring a Garage Sale, on
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 13" & 14" to help the poor and hungry in
their community. In Notre Dame School, on Saturday, 9:00PM-
5:00PM, Sunday, 9:00AM-4:00PM. Notre Dame School, 312 First St.
Palisades Park.
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PACT

PACT Registration Letters

If your family did not receive a letter with class assignments and
PACT program opening information, please contact us immediately.
Our PACT/Religious Education sessions begin next week with our
Angels group, Saints begin the week after.

PACT/Religious Education Program Updates

New Families

We have had some new families coming into our program. Help
spread the word, especially to families with new first graders! Our
program is open to all parish families with children grades K-8. New
families should set up an appointment at the Religious Education
Office by calling (201)384-3062 or e-mailing
religioused@stmarysdumont.org

Catechist Meetings This Week!

Sunday Catechists Sunday, 9/7/08, 9:00 a.m. in the Spiritual
Formation Center

Monday Catechists Monday, 9/8/08, 7:00 p.m. in the Spiritual
Formation Center

Tuesday Catechists Tuesday, 9/9/08, 3:30 p.m. in the Spiritual
Formation Center

Jesus, Model of Catechists Certification Program

Sat., 9/20/08, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Protecting God'’s Children required session for all volunteers — Sat.
10/04/08 9:30am-12:00Noon Rectory

Catechetical Sunday 9/21/08

Next week, catechists will be asked to come forward at all masses for
a special blessing. Please pray for all of our volunteers in the
PACT/Religious Education Program, Sacramental Preparation
Programs, and those involved in the Children’s Liturgy of the Word
and RCIA process, that we may have a faith-filled year together.

PO U U U PV U U N I U PV U N I S U U N N 3
St. Mary’s Youth Ministry — for 8" to 12" Grade Teens and their
Families

September Vocation Prayer: Holy Spirit, as another school year
begins, fill us with the desire for true wisdom. Bless all students,
teachers, and those who serve in education. Help us understand
how you call us Christlike service. Call forth many more priests and
religious. Amen.

Upcoming Events:

September 14, 2008: This will be our first meeting of the
2008/2009-year and we'll begin work on our submission for the Reel
Youth Film Festival. This year's theme is “Saints Alive”. We will
meet from 6:30 — 8:30p in the youth room. If you participated in this
year's Good Friday presentation of the Way of the Cross-as an actor,
musician, stagehand, or member of the congregation, you had an
opportunity to enter into the lives of the Saints. We want you to start
reflecting on this.

September 21, 2008: This will be an open gym/volleyball night at
which Fr. Bob will be the youth minister. The meeting begins at
6:30p and ends at 8:00p.

Aug 15-21, 2011: World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain. We will need
to start raising money soon, so we will have a free will offering on
Sunday, October 26" — National World Youth Day.

We need information from you: We want to collect your birthday,
grade for the coming school year, address, and phone number for
our records. Can you please send it to us?

Adult Help Needed: This year, we would like to get more adults
involved. If you are interested in getting involved in our “Saints
Alive” film project, which will run through early November, please let
us know. You must have completed Protecting God's Children. We
will be meeting on some Sunday nights, but the team will also have
to do work at home on their own during the week.

St. Mary’s Youth Ministry Cont'd.

Internet Resources for Teens:

Scriptural reflection of the week:
http://disciplesnow.faithstreams.com/Home/Celebrate/tabid/19344/De
fault.aspx

Article of the week: http://disciplesnow.faithstreams.com/
Song of the Week: www.disciplesnow.com/spiritandsong

Saint of the Day:
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay/

Contact us: You can email us at youthmin@stmarysdumont.org or
call (201) 385-2936.

See You In Church! Charlie & Lesa
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Transfiguration Academy began its 3" year on September 2, 2008.
Last week we wrote you concerning the work accomplished over the
summer to improve the facilities at both campuses. We gratefully
appreciate the time and talents of the following individuals
volunteers:

Mr. Paul Ciccia

Mr. Joseph Kannankara
Mrs. Estelle Agnese
Master Steny Kannankara

A very special thanks to Mrs. Dorothy Fatigati, whose generosity
allowed us to continue upgrading classrooms with white boards, at
the Upper School and to Mr. Henry Malloy (CBS) and Mrs. Meade
(US Customs Service) for their employers’ contribution of computers.
We also wish to thank Mr. Ed Gangi for making a special trip to NYC
to pick up donated computers.

While recognizing individual contributions, the Administration of
Transfiguration Academy is always cognizant and grateful of the
support of our co-sponsoring parishes and our parishioners, as we
continue to carry out Christ's mandate to teach and to instill the
values, which will prepare them for Life. Our students are the future!
We, their teachers, parents and parishioners, through Catholic
education, are helping to determine what kind of future it will be.

For more information or to register please call the following:
Lower School: Pre-K to Grade 4  201-384-3627
Upper School: Grades 5to 8 201-836-7074
PO U U U S R U VI R U U R R R
High School Open Houses
We will list each week various Catholic high schools in the area that
are having Open Houses for interested elementary school students.
These dates and times will be listed only once in the bulletin so
please take the information as soon as you see it.
1) Hudson Catholic H.S., Jersey City — 201-332-3429

Sun., Oct. 5 — begins at 1:00 PM — co-ed in 2009.
2) Regis High School, New York City — 212-288-1100

Mon., Oct. 12 — 1:00 — 4:00 PM

3) Bergen Catholic H.S., Oradell, NJ — 201-261-1844
Thurs., Sept. 25 — 6:30PM — 9:00PM
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Mrs. Lynn Ciccia

Mrs. Christina Bontia
Master Joseph Canlas
Master Steven Kannankara
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: High School Entrance Exam

Eighth grade students interested in attending a Catholic high school
in September 2009 are reminded that the Cooperative Admissions
Examination for participating high schools will be administered on
Friday, Nov. 7, 2008. Application forms and handbooks for this test
and a listing of all Catholic high schools and their admission
requirements are available at the following website —
www.coopexam.org or e-mail support@coopexam.org. If you have

I questions or to obtain a registration form, call 1-888-921-2667.




