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Mass for the
Intentions week

April 19 - Vigil

Parishioners of St. Mary’s

April 20 — Fifth Sunday of Easter
John & Denis Daly

Deceased Members of Byrnes Family
Angela Rosa Arboritanza

April 21 — Easter Weekday

Lucy Bequette

Ann O'Neill

April 22 — Easter Weekday
Steven and Rose Ricci and Sons
Evelyn Wingerath

April 23 — Easter Weekday

Helen Stegman

Dennis Daly, Jr.

April 24 — Easter Weekday
Jonathan Rogic

Amelia and Vincent Amalfitano
April 25 — St. Mark

Henry F. Schaf, Sr.

John Boland

April 26 — Easter Weekday
Bannon and Ward Family

James McMahon

April 27 — Sixth Sunday of Easter
Parishioners of St. Mary’s

George and Carmella Messina
Benjamin Canlas

In Loving Memory
The Bread and Wine offered at this week's Masses
are given in memory of James McMahon requested
by his family.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in praise of God and in
memory of John J. Whittaker requested by John and
Coleen Rugani.

We ask your prayers for our recently deceased parishioners,
Lawrence C. Restieri, Sr., Anna Crispo and Edward Moriarty.

If you would like our parish to continue to pray for family, friends or
loved ones who are ill and in need of prayer, please call the rectory
office — 201-384-0557. We will put their names on the sick list once
again and continue our prayer for them. If you want their name to be
added to our Prayer Chain, please let us know that as well.

Please pray for the sick

Mariana Cardenas...Rita...George Magno...Peter Ramzi

Arthur Rudolph...Susan G. Klarer... Katherine Marie Mirabile
Maria Martinez...Rosa Goffi...Emily Del Vecchio Bill Bochicchio
Crocetta Pidi...Anne O’Neill...Margherita Bonaldo...Marion Roe
Teresa Colgan...John R.

Water and Fire — Easter Symbols

Two of the most powerful symbols of Easter are water and fire.
Water reminds us that we are members of a faith community through
Baptism. The fire of the Easter candle shows forth Christ as the
light of the world, present each day in our midst. We suggest that
each family keep two items on the table where they gather to eat.
First, water, taken from our baptismal font and placed in a bowl, can
be used by each member of the family to bless themselves before
the meal. Fire, a candle that it lighted each day of the Easter season
when the family gathers for a meal, can be a sign that the Risen
Christ is present and honored in that home. These are two simple
signs that allow the Easter season to continue once Easter Sunday
ends.
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Sunday —April 20

7:30AM-12:00Noon Feeding-Sisters of Charity Convent-Newark
11:00AM-12Noon Adult RCIA SFC

11:00AM-12Noon Teen RCIA Youth Room

1:00PM-6:00PM Couples for Christ-Christian Life Program SFC
Food Collection

Monday — April 21

Tuesday — April 22
9:30AM Parents Group B10

Wednesday April 23

7:00PM OLPH Novena LC
7:00PM-9:00PM Knitters Youth Room
7:30PM Stewardship Committee Meeting
7:30PM-9:30PM Line Dancing SH

Thursday — April 24

Friday — April 25
7:00PM-8:30PM Yoga Class SH
7:30PM Rosary for Peace LC
Set-up for Anointing Mass SH
Feast of St. Mark, Evangelist

Saturday — April 26
11:00AM Anointing Mass SH

Sunday -April 27

10:00AM Mass Baptism Gathering Social to follow in Rectory
11:00AM-12Noon Adult RCIA SFC

11:00AM-12Noon Teen RCIA Youth Room

1:00PM-6:00PM Couples for Christ-Christian Life Program SFC

Anointing Mass — April 26 —11:00 AM
On Saturday, April 26, 2008, at 11:00 AM, in Szelest
E Hall, we will come together to ask for the Lord's

healing at our spring Anointing Mass. During this

great season of life and hope, it is good for us to

come together so that we may realize again and
again that the power of the resurrection is there for us as we pray
that the Lord will heal and strengthen those afflicted by difficulties
due to iliness or age. Please join us and let us know if you need
transportation in order to get to the Anointing Mass. Call the
rectory and let us know.

Bishop John Moolachira at St. Mary’s

| have received word that Bishop John Moolachira hopes to say
Mass with us on Sunday, May 18, at 7:45 Mass. You may remember
that Bishop John was with us, as Fr. John, during the summer of
2006 and ministered to our parish for the months of July, August and
September of that year. Upon returning to his native India, he was
named to be the bishop of the diocese where he now serves. The
date and time of the Mass he will celebrate are almost certain, but we
will let the parish know when it is definite. In the meantime, please
pray for Bishop John and the people of his diocese in India.

Realizing the Dream

We have begun our parish capital campaign and we want to let the
parish know who are the lay leaders who have thus far been invited
to accept a significant position in our campaign Realizing the
Dream. The co-chairs of the entire campaign are Anne Marie
Bishopp and Tom Ciotti. They will be working with Fr. Bob and
with  Christian Guordin, the campaign director from Lynch
Development. The other lay leader is Didi Asistin who has
accepted the position of chair of the Major Gift Committee Chair. We
are presently looking for another person who will co-chair that
committee so that these two parishioners can share the work of that
committee. Thanks to these three people whose love for St. Mary’s
has influenced them to accept these leadership roles.
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This weekend, the Church in the metropolitan area rejoices that Pope
Benedict XVI will be coming to this part of our country to bring his
message of hope as he meets with various groups and speaks to
them. He will also celebrate Mass with tens of thousands of the
faithful at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Saturday, April 19, and again at
Yankee Stadium on Sunday, April 20. | will be fortunate enough to
attend both of these Eucharistic celebrations.

On Saturday, April 19, | con-celebrated Mass at St.
Patrick’s at 9:30 AM with the Holy Father. | was invited to this liturgy
in my capacity as dean of this area of the archdiocese, a position that
| have now completed. Fr. David Milliken, the pastor of Ascension
Parish, New Milford, is the new dean of Deanery 3. On Sunday, April
20, | will be attending the Mass at Yankee Stadium in the afternoon
with so many other Catholics in this area who will journey to hear the
pope’s message of reconciliation and will be con-celebrating that
Mass with hundreds of my brother-priests from parishes throughout
this area of New Jersey, New York, Connecticut and beyond.

| remember when Pope John Paul Il came to this area in
1995. At that time, | was again blessed to be able to pray Evening
Prayer with him and thousands of others at our own Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. | also was at the Mass in
Giants Stadium the following day and stood with so many others in
the pouring rain before the Mass began. Despite the weather then,
the spirit of those attending was nothing sort of electric. | can’t help
but think that the same spirit will enliven those in St. Patrick’'s and in
Yankee Stadium.

Last Sunday evening, April 13, | was listening to a show on
Fox News about the papal visit. Much of it was about the Holy
Father’s itinerary while he is in the metropolitan area. However, a lot
of it was also devoted to Pope Benedict's h great love and admiration
for the United States and for the Church in our country.

The news broadcast spoke a great deal about his
realization that there is a great depth of spirituality in the United
States, perhaps more so than in Europe and more so than we may
realize ourselves. He greatly admires the United States as a country
that is deeply rooted in faith and has been from the very birth of our
nation. | have heard on several occasions that the pope is greatly
concerned about the way in which religion, both in personal
significance to individuals and in practice, has diminished in Europe.
From the very beginning of his time as pope, Benedict XVI has
spoken of a new evangelization in Europe, a new realization that God
wants so much to have a deep relationship with his people.

Now, as he journeys to the United States, | know that the
Holy Father will use this time with us to strengthen our hope, to
deepen our relationship with God and to challenge us to ensure that
our faith is a driving force in our lives, both individually and as a
community of faith. Let us pray that his time here will touch the
hearts of all who believe and will help us to experience a new
awakening in our own relationship with God and with each other.
This truly is a time of grace and favor for the Church in the United
States and in the metropolitan area.

Love,
Fr. Bob

Thanks for Wish List articles

We want to extend a word of sincere thanks and appreciation to all
those who offered some item or items for our Wish List during the
Lenten season. Due to the generosity and sacrifice of so many, we
were able to deliver needed items to 4 shelters, thus answering the
Lord’s call — When | was naked, you clothed me. It is our hope that,
during Lent of 2009, we will once again be able to fulfill the needs of
those who are forced to seek safety and security in one of these
shelters. Special thanks to Tom Ciotti, Jose Parrella and John
Sylvester for coordinating this ministry and delivering the items to the
shelters.

: God’'s Plan for Giving — The measure of your free-will offering

shall be in proportion to the blessing
the Lord, your God, has bestowed on
you.”

(Deuteronomy 16:10)

Collection for April 12-13, 2008 $10,714.00.
Same weekend in 2007 - $11,145.00.

The true purpose of tithing is to secure, not the tithe, but the
tither; not the gift, but the giver; not your money, but you...for
God."
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We received the following letter from St. John’s Parish in Newark,
one of the places we support with our parish tithe.

Dear Father Robert and Parishioners of St. Mary’s,

Spring is such a wonderful time of the year. Everything is so fresh
and new. Too bad our world can't start anew, minus hatred, poverty,
and war! Through all the changes, one thing remains consistent —
your love for your fellow men and women.

You have helped to make St. John'’s a safe haven for those who are
alone and desperate. God has blessed our less fortunate with your
caring concern.

On behalf of all whom we serve, | thank you.

Sincerely,

Barbara Moran
Pastoral Associate/Apostolate
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“Those who have faith in me will do the works | do, and far greater
that these,” Jesus tells his disciples. That's quite an assignment for
us as Christian stewards. ---Fr. Bob

Time & Talent

As we begin the first phase of our capital campaign, Realizing the
Dream, we already have parishioners who have offered their time as
volunteers so that the campaign will help us to repair and restore
what needs to be done in the church, our other buildings and our
grounds. If you have offered your time as a volunteer, thank you for
that donation. If you would like to help as a volunteer and have not
yet had a chance to submit your name, it is never too late. Please
contact Fr. Bob and he will pass your name to the appropriate
people.

Tithing the Tithe — 2008
For the month of March, our parish was able to tithe a total of
$1,262.97 from what we received in our Sunday collections. We
have sent checks to the following people/groups in the following
amounts:

Peter lwuala — Newark seminarian - $281.00

St. John Food Pantry, Newark - $281.00

Missionaries of Charity, Newark - $281.00

Emergency Fund - $419.97

A Stewardship Prayer

Send your Spirit upon us, Lord, to teach us to be generous — with
praise, with kindness, with charity. You have blessed us in so many
ways: our lives, our abilities, our joys and sorrows, our resources.
Help us to share a portion of our gifts, so that we may, as a parish,
realize our vision to become united as the Body of Christ, dedicated
to collaboration, stewardship, peace, justice and respect. May we
become a healing presence, guided by the Holy Spirit, to go forth

: united as disciples of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Compassionate Care of NJ
Compassionate Care of NJ is seeking mature, caring individuals
interested in providing in-home care. Compassionate Care of NJ
provides care to the elderly who wish to stay in their home, but need
support with the essentials of daily living. For more information,
please call 1-732-450-3690.
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Serving in Iraq

We ask God to keep in his care all those who are serving overseas in
our armed forces, especially in Iraq or Afghanistan. They are listed
below and we ask your prayers for them.

Christopher lacobino Michael Whitford Michael Bianco
Matthew Pareti Alicia Newball Thomas Brovarone
James Markert Mathew Rosica James Phillips Kyle Zownir
Brian Collins Kristine Becker Donald Dickson Danny Hilsdorf
Edward Bryan Frago Angelica Peji John Paul McLauglin
Joshua M LaBazzetta James R. Melady Robert Dellner
Walter F. Fawcettt David Christopher Pierson Stefan Hutnik
Christopher Lynch Zane Campbel Christopher Kishbach

If you have a relative serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, please call the rectory
so that we can add his/her name and offer a prayer for him/her.

PALAD Corner

May is the month of Mary! We will be sponsoring a Marian
pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa on
Saturday, May 3. The shrine is located in Doylestown, PA, about 2
hours drive from St. Mary’s. Details about the itinerary, including
transportation, will be provided shortly. If you are interested in joining
this pilgrimage, please contact Tito at (201) 387-9140 or send email
to palad@stmarysdumont.org.

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

Our pledge total for the 2008 AAAA thus far is $42,565.00. Thanks
to all those who have made a pledge to the AAA. Your generosity
helps us to meet our goal of $57,251.00. As you can see, we still
have a ways to go. We know that this year is a little more difficult
since we are also beginning our capital campaign in the parish.
However, if parish families can see their way clear to still make a
pledge to the AAA, it is greatly appreciated. You can place your
pledge envelope in the collection any Sunday or bring it to the
rectory during business hours or send it to us my mail. There is
no pledge that is too small because the Church can use whatever we
receive to serve God'’s little ones.

Senior Housing Project
Below is a current timeline for the St. Mary’s Senior Residence
project.

October 2007 — August 2008
Receive a commitment from HUD to proceed with construction.
Work with Borough of Dumont to obtain site and plan approvals.
Demolish convent building.
Select a contractor and award the contract.

September 2008 — September 2009
Complete an estimated 12 months of construction on the 50-unit
housing residence.
Make tenant applications available — tentatively on July 1, 2009 - at
Dumont Borough Hall and at the residence site.

October 2009
First tenants move into their units.

Right now we have 12-14 people who have signed

% up to travel to the National Parks this summer on

Ef/' available in the parish office. The trip will go from July

17-26, 2008, and will include several national parks in

Canyon, Lake Powell, Monument Valley, Bryce Canyon National

Park, Zion Canyon National Park, and end in Las Vegas where there

Hoover Dam. There are still spaces available. The cost per person,

double occupancy, is $2,850.00. Those interested can still get a

Summer Trip 2008

our parish trip. Brochures for this trip are still
Arizona and Utah. We will visit Scottsdale, Sedona, the Grand
will be 2 days to relax and enjoy the sun and to take a trip to see the
brochure in our office or call Great Experiences at 201-825-3725.

The following offerings are still available:
Bread & Wine — May 4, June 22 & 29, July 6, 13, 20 & 27

¢ Sanctuary Lamp — July 6, 13 & 20

School Endowment Fund

As many parishioners know, some years ago, an endowment fund
was established for St. Mary’s School. In the recent past, we used
that money to help families with tuition assistance. We also were
able to refurbish the Computer Room and to buy desks for some
classrooms. |t is true that, two years ago, St. Mary's School merged
with two other schools to form Transfiguration Academy. Thankfully,
we are still able to use that fund to assist families with tuition in our
co-sponsored school. In fact, we will be helping two families with
tuition assistance whose children are transferring into Transfiguration
for the 2008-2009 school year. If you would like to help us to assist
parish families whose children will attend our co-sponsored school,
please consider a donation to our School Endowment Fund. We can
then offer financial help for those who want their children to attend
Transfiguration Academy.

Wedding Anniversary Masses

On June 1, 2008, all couples in Bergen County celebrating 50 years
of marriage are invited to the cathedral for a special Mass at 3:00
PM. Please watch in the bulletin for more specific details about
these celebrations.

Transfiguration Academy Students set Record!

4 We have reported to you the results of our 8"

° grade high school scholarships, as we received
- b them. This week we received the acceptances

B~ "‘l\ N for Bergen County Academies and are pleased

EQ}, to report that 5 Transfiguration students have

been accepted to BCA.
In summary, the Transfiguration Academy graduating class has been
awarded over $600,000 in scholarships as follows:

Schools Number of Total Amt.
Scholarships
Catholic High Schools 19 $210,000
Bergen County Academies 5 200,000
Bergen Tech. 5 200,000
Total 29 $610,000

Transfiguration Academy — Strengthening Faith, Enlightening
minds, Transforming hearts. One Student at a Time

Save The Date!
1+ Our annual Tricky Tray will be held on May 9", 2008 at
Conlon Hall, North Williams Street, Bergenfield, and N.J.
Doors open at 6 PM. The 1% ticket will be pulled at
7:30PM.

Food will be available at the “Tricky Tray Café”

k(é

Registration

Registration is now open to all children interested in
attending Transfiguration Academy, Pre K 2 Plus
through 7™ grade, for Transfiguration Academy will
be offering a new Pre-School program for children
who miss the cut off date for Pre-K 3. Children who will be 2%,
years old by May 1%, 2008 will be eligible to enroll in our new 2+
Program, which will begin in September, 2008. For more
information and to register, please call Sr. Madeline at the Lower
School, 201-384-3627. Please note that children accepted into this
program will enter the Pre-K 3 Program the following year, due to
New Jersey, Department of Education requirements.

All eligible students may be enrolled by visiting the school office at
the appropriate campus. We will be happy to conduct tours of our
facilities and discuss our outstanding curriculum and the latest
technological advances, which make Transfiguration Academy a
leader in Educational Excellence. If you wish to arrange an
appointment to tour the facilities and see the school in session
please call the Lower School, Grades Pre-K 2 Plus at 201-384-3627.
Or the Upper School, Grades 5 through 8, at 201-836-7074. We
invite you to visit our website: www.transfigurationacademy.org
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St. Mary’s PACT Religious Education Program

Final Meetings and Registration Happening Now!

Our whole parish family can help us to “reach out”! Do
you know a family who has moved into Dumont, has
transferred children out of a Catholic School, or will have
a new 1% grader this September? Our PACT/Religious
Education Program is for all of the families of the parish
with children in Grades 1-8 (optional Kindergarten program) who do
not attend Catholic School. Help spread the word, registration has
begin! Thank you!

Parents of all new families in our program must attend a new parent
orientation. To find out more, just give us a call at (201) 384-3062 or
e-mail religioused@stmarysdumont.org

Weekday PACT Final Parent Meeting Reminder
Please remember to attend one of the upcoming final PACT Parent
Meetings:
Tuesday, April 29", 3:30 p.m. in the Upper Church
Tuesday, April 29" 7:00 p.m. in the Upper Church
Tuesday evening is the final opportunity for a parent meeting.
Please make it a priority if you have not attended any of the
others.

Attention all PACT Catechists

Thank you for your dedication to St. Mary’s and our PACT/Religious
Education Program! Our year-end Catechist Meetings are scheduled
for:

Sunday, May 4" at 9:00 a.m.

Monday, May 5" at 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, May 6™ at 3:30 p.m.
If you are unable to attend the day of your catechetical program,
please attend one of the other dates.

Confirmation Preparation -

Final Service Project opportunity- help at Morning
with Jesus, Saturday, May 3™ call (201) 384-3062 for
more information. Be sure to bring in Service
Sheets, Sponsor Forms and other paperwork
BEFORE the practice.

Confirmation Practice Monday, April 28™ 7:00 p.m. beginning in the
Lower Church. Confirmation Sunday, May 4™ candidates arrive by
2:40 p.m.

First Holy Communion Preparation
Final Wednesday preparation session is April 30",
Morning With Jesus, Saturday, May 3™ 8:45 a.m. - Noon

Please pray for all of our candidates who are
preparing to deepen their relationship with our Lord
and his Church.
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Transfiguration Academy Project Graduation 2008

The 8th Grade graduating class is having a CAR WASH
Saturday, May 3rd from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Conlon Hall, North William Street, Bergenfield,
Behind St. John's Church
Cars $5.00 Vans & SUVS $7.00
The students appreciate the parish community’s support
in raising money for graduation activities and events.
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St. Peter’s Prep Open House
St. Peter’s Prep in Jersey City will hold its spring Open House on
Sunday, April 20, from 2:00-4:00 PM. Faculty, staff, students and
others connected with the school will be on hand. Tours of the
campus will also be provided. For more information, please call 201-
547-6389.
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Divorced? Separated? Widowed?
The Beginning Experience Weekend offers a powerful and
revitalizing program in an atmosphere of understanding and support.
The next weekend will be May 2-4, 2008 at the Villa Pauline Retreat
House in Mendham, NJ. Please call Peggy O’Neill at 973-887-4541.

St. Mary’s Youth Ministry — for 7" to 12" Grade Teens and their
Families

Spiritual Caffeine: A Weekly Gospel Reflection for Teens
Sunday, April 20", Fifth Sunday of Easter
In_ the Father’s house! (John 14: 1-12)

Jesus has some good news for you: He is going to prepare a place
for you in his Father's house. He will make everything just right so
that it feels like home. Just think: There is a place in heaven made
especially for you, and only you! Thankfully, God’s house is big
enough for everyone, and he invites all to come home to him. But
how do we get there? Jesus gives us the answer: “I am the way.” If
you know Jesus, you know the way! Through his death and
resurrection, he opened the gates of heaven, the doors to his
Father's house. Heaven is our true home, a house full of joy and
love. Jesus is the way, and we begin to follow him now on the path
to eternal life. Alleluia! — Magnifikid

Upcoming Events:

Sunday, April 20: Lesa will be going to the Papal Mass in New York
City with Fr. Bob and three other parishioners. Charlie and X, B, J, &
S will be watching the Mass in the Youth Room. The time is
tentatively scheduled from 2:30 — 5:30p but may change as we get
closer. Please join us. We were hoping that everyone would bring a
dish and we'll share lunch together. Please RSVP.

Friday, April 25™: The Cotillion Ball is a semi- formal dinner dance
held each year to honor teenagers in the youth ministry programs
throughout the Archdiocese of Newark. The night includes dinner,
awards and of course dancing. Each Youth Ministry Program is
invited to honor and affirm two teenagers (one male and one female)
for their outstanding contributions they have made in bringing Christ
to their youth ministry, parish and community. The evening is not
designed to center solely around the dance but around the honorees.
The distribution of awards is the highlight of the event. This event is
open to teenagers in high school only. The price is $39 a person. Our
winners are Melissa Bernard & Domenick Panfile!

Sunday, April 26: No meeting — Cotillion ball on April 25

Sunday, May 4: No meeting — Confirmation

Sunday, May 11: No meeting — Mother's Day & Blaise first
Communion at the 10:00 Mass

Sunday, May 18: 13th Annual N.J. State Catholic Youth Rally at
Great Adventure. Tickets are $45 per person and include free lunch,
free parking, & free return trip. We need adult drivers and
chaperones! Please make checks out to the Archdiocese of Newark
and they must be turned into the parish business office by Sunday,
May 3".

World Youth Day 2008, July 15-20 in Sydney, Australia: 500,000
expected to attend!

Days to go until: 89

WYB World Youth Day website: www.wyd2008.org

Song of the Week: "Grant us Peace”
www.disciplesnow.com/spiritandsong

For more information: You can email us at
youthmin@stmarysdumont.org or call (201) 385-2936.
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Knight of Columbus

Sunday, April 20 — The Knights will televise the Papal Mass at the
council hall. Doors open at 1:30PM. Recitation of Rosary at
2:00PM. Mass at 2:30PM-5:00PM. Refreshments afterwards.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Saturday, April 26 — Special Children’'s Dance Fundraiser. Cost is
$25.00. Call Tony Tulli 201-385-6148.
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Mount St. Dominic Academy-3 Ryerson Ave., Caldwell, NJ

Spring Open House on Sunday, April 20 at 1:30PM for girls grades 6-
8 and their families. Call 973-226-0660 ext. 1122.
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