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Mass for the
Intentions week

April 4 - Vigil

Rose and Patsy Caldera

April 5 - Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Parishioners of St. Mary’s

Thomas Duffy

Philip, Rita and Raymond Rodin

April 6 - Monday of Holy Week

Dorothy McCormack

Gerald Kenter

April 7 - Tuesday of Holy Week

Joan Cole

Bernard O’Connor

April 8 - Wednesday of Holy Week

Dennis O’'Shea

Gerald Kenter

Maria Tarabocchia

April 9 - Holy Thursday

Eve Mass Lord’s Supper

April 10 - Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

Morning Prayer

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

Stations of the Cross

April 11 - Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil

Morning Prayer

Parishioners of St. Mary’s

April 12 - Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of
the Lord

Maude and Dick Frings

Emil and Felicia Beranja

Sophia Obmerga

In Loving Memory

The Bread and Wine offered at this week's Masses
are given in memory of the deceased parishioners of
St. Mary's.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in praise of God and in
memory of Thomas Duffy requested by his family.

We ask your prayers for our recently deceased parishioners.

If you would like our parish to continue to pray for family, friends or
loved ones who are ill and in need of prayer, please call the rectory
office — 201-384-0557. We will put their names on the sick list
once again and continue our prayer for them. If you want their
name to be added to our Prayer Chain, please let us know that as
well.

Sunday — April 5

8:55AM Religious Ed PACT Angels Session LC/School
9:00AM-10:00AM Adult RCIA RCA
11:00AM-12:00Noon Kids RCIA Class SFC
11:00AM-12:00Noon Teen RCIA Youth Room
1:00PM-4:00PM PALAD’s EB Meeting RCB

Food Collection

Palm Sunday

Monday — April 6

7:00PM Confirmation Candidates, Parents & Sponsors UC/School
7:00PM Rel. Ed PACT Angels Session UC/School
Tuesday — April 7

9:30AM Parents Group B10

3:30PM Rel. Ed PACT Angels Session UC/School
7:00PM-9:00PM Adult Choir Chapel
7:30PM-9:00PM Yoga Class SFC

Wednesday — April 8

4:00PM & 6:00PM FHC Prep 4 UC/School
4:00PM-6:00PM Children/Bell Choirs Chapel/UC
7:00PM OLPH Novena LC

Thursday — April 9

Holy Thursday

Friday — April 10

7:30PM Rosary for Peace LC

Good Friday

Saturday — April 11

Sunday — April 12

9:00AM-10:00AM Adult RCIA RCA

10:00AM Kids Choir

11:00AM-12:00Noon Kids RCIA Class SFC
11:00AM-12:00Noon Teen RCIA Youth Room
12:00Noon Filipino and Teens Choir

Easter Sunday

Chrism Mass

The chrism mass will be celebrated at the Cathedral Basilica on
Monday, April 6, anyone wishing to go should call Kathy Sylvester
at 201-384-0557 -- we will carpool and leave St. Mary’s at 6 pm.

Are you going to the Easter Viqil?

If you are, we will be having a reception afterward to rejoice with the
8 newly baptized members of our Church family. We most heartily
welcome you to join us, even if you do not know these 8 newly
baptized well. They will soon be part of our family and, as a family,
everyone is welcome. We have one request — please let us know if
you are coming to the reception by calling the rectory office and
letting us know that you want to be there and share in the joy that
will continue after the Easter Vigil.

Please pray for our sick:

Mary Rosenthal...Ben S...Rose Farrell...Fr. Michael Hansen

Baby Amelia Brooke Lombardo...Tamara Sanzari...Bill Cannon
Arthur King...Tony Martignetti...Susan G. Klarer...Mary M...John R.
Debbie Portillo...Richard Lang...Peter Ramzi...Marie Fitzgerald
Richard DeCourcy...Lulu Battista...Bob Jackson...Jesse Carrizzo
Patricia O’Connor...Anne O’Neill...Margherita Bonaldo

Our Lenten Giving Tree

The goodness and the compassion of our parish are evident once
again as we consider all that was brought in for our Lenten Giving
Tree. It is difficult to describe how much we received since it is not
separate gifts as the Advent Giving Tree is. However, that doesn’t
take away what we received. You just had to look in the area
where the Giving Tree is to see the generosity of our parish
response. The infants and children with HIV/AIDS at St. Clare
Home in Elizabeth will definitely benefit from the generosity and the
sacrifice of our parish families

Holy Week / Easter Schedule

Holy Thursday — April 9

7:30 PM — Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Visitation of area churches to follow)

11:00 PM — Night Prayer

Good Friday — April 10

9:00 AM — Morning Prayer

3:00 PM — Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

7:30 PM — Stations of the Cross (Youth Group)

Holy Saturday — April 11

9:00 AM — Morning Prayer

(Following Morning Prayer, help is welcomed to decorate the
church for Easter)

8:00 PM — Vigil of the Lord’s Resurrection

Easter Sunday — April 12
Masses at 7:45 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon
(Blessing of Easter food at all Masses)
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If you have ever gone on a roller coaster (and most of us
probably have), then we can have a relatively good idea of what
these coming days of Holy Week are going to be. We all know
what happens. We know how each “chapter” in the story is going to
read. So why do we listen all over again? That answer is simple —
it is the story of our salvation and each time we hear it, it reinforces
who we are, what was done for us, and, as a result, what we are
challenged to do for one another.

We begin this week with Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem, with crowds hailing him as the Son of David, the one
who comes in the name of the Lord. That joyful welcome that
Jesus received quickly turned into a story of sorrow, of betrayal, of
denial, of pain, of sacrifice, of life-giving food and drink, of over-
whelming grief, of uncertainty, and ultimately, of joy that transcends
expression, of what seems to be impossible — that death gives way
to life.

We do not seek to re-create during this week what was
done more than two thousand years ago. One reason is simply
because we cannot. The second is because we need not. We don't
re-create the Last Supper when we gather on Holy Thursday, but
we do what Jesus did every time we gather for a celebration of the
Eucharist — we take bread and wine, simple gifts of the people of
God, and allow God to transform them (and us) into that which
gives everlasting life — the Body and Blood of the Lord.

We wash feet because that is what Jesus did and, even
more so, because he told his disciples to do the same. We also
wash feet, not just so that we can observe what is going on, but to
allow that action is permeate our minds and hearts. As the priests
bend down to wash the feet of parishioners, every one of us will be
challenged to serve one another, not because Fr. Raul and | are
doing it, but because Jesus did it.

We “walk” with Jesus to the trials by the Sanhedrin and by
Pilate and eventually to Calvary. We know the charges that were
leveled against Jesus. But before we point an accusing finger at
the Jewish or Roman leaders, we better be sure that we realize that
we, the human race, were the ones responsible. God may have
used the people of that time period to bring about the redemption of
the world through the death of Jesus, but, ultimately, we were the
ones whose sin, individual and collective, added weight to that
Ccross.

We also will enter into the silent anticipation on Holy
Saturday. The Apostles probably spent that day in a reflective (and
perhaps somewhat sad) mood; they did not know what would
happen the following morning. But, we do and because we do, the
reality of the resurrection is what animates every aspect of our life
as Christians; at least we hope it does.

This is a week of quiet reflection, of happy anticipation, of
grateful thanksgiving, of silent wonder, of willing service, of
inexpressible joy. There is no week like it. And so — listen, reflect,
imagine, thank, and perhaps even cry. But, most of all, rejoice
because all this was done for you.

Love,
Fr. Bob

Your Easter Offering

As we prepare to celebrate the joyful good news of Easter Sunday
next week, we ask that our families share that joy with our parish as
they consider what their Easter gift of Treasure will be to St. Mary’s.
When we look at what we receive each week plus what is coming in
for the Capital Campaign, we know how generous our families are.
Can we call on your generosity at Easter so that we can continue
out work as disciples of the Lord?

Thank You!

Many thanks to those who donated to our food panty for our Easter
baskets. Our thanks also goes to those who donated their time in
putting together the Easter baskets. Without all your help none of
this will be possible. Your endless generosity is greatly appreciated

God’s Plan for Giving —“The measure of your free-will offering
shall be in proportion to the
blessing the Lord, your God, has
bestowed on you.”

(Deuteronomy 16:10)

Collection for Mar. 28 & 29, 2009 $9,023.00
Total for same weekend in 2008 $8,427.00
Campaign donations received thus far in March $26,784.45

On this Sunday when we begin reflecting on the Lord’s
farewell gifts to us — his Body and Blood Holy Thursday, his
very life on Good Friday, the promise of resurrection and new
life on Easter Sunday— we give thanks to God for the families
of St. Mary’s who sacrifice, even in this difficult economic
times, for the life of our parish as they offer their weekly gift of
Treasure. Through their goodwill and sacrifice, we are able to
share the message of new life through what we say and do as
a parish community. ...Fr. Bob
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“...he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of
death, death on a cross.” When we consider the Stewardship
Way of Life, we examine the ways in which we can offer our time,
our talent and our treasure to the Lord. What better example do
we have than what we hear today in the Scriptures, namely, Jesus
willingly offering his life on the cross for the salvation of all. If we
want to know what Stewardship is all about and how we can life it,
just think about what you heard today, what Jesus did for each and
every one of us.
Ministry
This week, there will be countless people who will be involved in
our liturgical celebrations of the Easter Triduum, from Holy
Thursday evening straight through the Noon Mass on Easter
Sunday morning, Readers, Eucharistic ministers, Art and
Environment Committee members, musicians, choir members,
servers, church cleaners, RCIA team members, those making
baptismal garments: all of these and probably more will help us
enter into the joy of the Triduum and the power of the Lord’s
Passion, Death and Resurrection. Thank you to all of you for
you gives of your time and talent to enrich our prayer, to
strengthen our faith.

Tithing the Tithe — 2009
For the month of February, our parish was able to tithe a total of
$1,466.00 from what we received in our Sunday collections. We
have sent checks to the following people/groups in the following
amounts:

Nelson Bayona — Newark seminarian - $326.00

St. John Food Pantry, Newark - $326.00

Missionaries of Charity, Newark - $326.00

Emergency Fund - $488.00
Stewardship Prayer
Dear Lord,
| pray that you will give me the wisdom to guide me on this faith
journey of stewardship. Help me to understand that everything that
I have is a gift from you. Open up my heart and my mind so that |
may use these marvelous gifts to give back to you here on earth. |
pray, Lord, that you will welcome me into your kingdom at the end
of my life and that you are pleased with what | have done with all
your gifts. Amen.

Lenten Giving Tree

The response to the Lenten Giving Tree has been even more
beautiful that the lilac that bloomed on the "dead" branch. No tags
are left, but your generosity is still very much welcomed. The items
needed by the shelter are as follows:

General: Household cleaning materials

Children: Clothing and shoes (infants to 12 years old for Male or
Female)

Infant accessories (pampers. wipes, soap, crib sheets.
comforters, blankets, etc)

Adults: Sheets/pillow cases (twin/full size)
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Serving in Irag
We ask God to keep in his care all those who are serving overseas

in our armed forces, especially in Iraq or Afghanistan. They are
listed below and we ask your prayers for them.
Christopher lacobino Michael Whitford Michael Bianco
Brian Collins Alicia Newball Gerald J. Ferra, Jr.
James Markert James Phillips Kyle Zownir
Kristine Becker Donald Dickson Danny Hilsdorf
Edward Bryan Frago Angelica Peji John Paul McLauglin
Joshua M LaBazzetta James R. Melady Robert Dellner
Walter F. Fawcettt David Christopher Pierson Joe Shannon
Christopher Lynch Zane Campbel Christopher Kishbach
Robert Challener, Jr. Ryan Shireman Christian Baierwalter
Anthony Zangoglia Wayne Lawton Daniel Rosica
If you have a relative serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, please call the rectory so
that we can add his/her name and offer a prayer for him/her.

Campaign Information

This is the most recent information (as of Tuesday, March 31, 2009),
regarding the income and expenses for our Capital Campaign Realiz-
ing the Dream. As good stewards, we seek to inform our parishioners
who have pledged about the money that we are receiving on an ongo-
ing basis and how that money is being spent.

**As was announced, we have completed all repairs to the main church
roof and we will be looking at the flat roofs over the sacristies to deal
with water leaks on those roofs. Once the warmer weather returns, we
will be looking into the cause and repair of the flooding in the lower
church as well as repairs to the heating system in our school building.

Total amount in pledges made - $886,676.16
Number of families who have pledge 447

Average pledge per family - $1,983.62

Cash collected thus far - $332,984.51
Expenses paid thus far** $120,896.83
Cash on hand - $212,087.68

Pledges for one time donation are still gratefully accepted.
**Explanation of Expenses

1) Total amount paid to Lynch Development Associates for
Preliminary Feasibility Study, Actual Capital Campaign and

costs related to both - $87,970.83
2) Rectory roof repair - $15,000.00
3) Church roof repair - $17,501.00

4) Lower Church Drains/Leak $ 425.00

Lynch Development Associates was the lowest of three bids that we
received for the Feasibility and the Capital Campaign. This cost is ap-
proximately 9.8% of the total that has been pledged. That is less than
the typical 10% that is projected for the cost of a Feasibility Study and a
Capital Campaign.

Campaign Prayer
God of all goodness, in every generation, you gather your

people together in peace and bind them as one in prayer, in community
and in service. For almost one hundred years, you have united the
people of St. Mary’s as one parish family. We are men and women,
adult and children, coming from the four corners of the earth, speaking
different languages, yet bound together through the power of the Holy
Spirit.  Through your goodness and the generosity of those who have
come before us, we have been blessed in our present home — our
church — for almost fifty years.

Now is the time for us, the people of St. Mary’s gathered at
this time in our history, to ensure that what we have received from those
before us may be preserved for those who will come after us. In prayer
and in reflection, we now realize the greatness of your bounty and we
accept the challenge of offering our time, our talent and our treasure so
that we can preserve for future generations what we have been fortu-
nate enough to receive from those who have built before us in faith and
trust.

Send your Spirit upon us, O Lord, that we may be cheerful as
we accept joyfully this next phase in the life of our parish. Help us to
share a portion of our gifts, so that we, as a parish, may realize the
dream and preserve for those who come after us what we have re-
ceived in gratitude.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Are you aware that at St. Mary’s...

there is a parish website that keeps parishioners and those who

are simply searching the web informed of parish activities?

...we have a very successful Religious Education program called
PACT (Parents and Children Together)?

...we have various choirs (adult, children, teen, bell, Filipino) that fill
our Masses with beautiful and prayerful music?

...we have parish musicians who play at Mass and who work with
Steve and Lesa?

...we have adults who minister as altar servers at funeral Masses?
...we have an Art & Environment Committee that keeps our church
beautifully decorated through the liturgical seasons of the

year?
...the Rosary for Peace is prayed every Friday evening in the lower
church at 7:00 PM?
...the Eucharistic ministers of our parish bring communion to the
sick and homebound?
...our parish Pastoral Council works with the pastor to be the
dreamers for how our parish will move forward as a faith
community?
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In The SW|m
¥ Zach Pergolizzi, 2008 Transfiguration Academy
' graduate has qualified for the 2009 New Jersey
7"“+-. Junior Olympics Swimming Championship, which
g is held each year at Rutgers University. Only a
- handful of swimmers qualify for this meet. His
tlmes in 100 back stroke, 50 freestyle, 100-breast stroke and 200
backstroke qualified him for participation at Junior Olympics. Zach
is currently a freshman at the Bergen County Academies, in
Hackensack, in their Engineering Program.
March Madness —Transfiguration Style
The 3rd and 4th grade Girls, Basketball team won the [
G4 Parochial School Basketball League championship.
The championship was the result of teamwork and
dedication. We congratulate the coaches, players and
their families.

Transfiguration Academy:
Strengthening Faith, Enlightening Minds,
Transforming Hearts
One Student at a Time
Begin the Transformation
Registration for the 2009 /2010 School Year is open
Call our Lower School in Bergenfield (Pre K — 4" Grades) at 201-
384-3627, or our Upper School in New Milford (5" — 8" Grades) at
201-836-7074. We will be happy to conduct tours of our facilities
and discuss our outstanding curriculum and the latest technological
advances that make Transfiguration Academy a leader in

educational excellence.
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[Tuesdays, at 7 pmin
the Rector L, |><'\;:.|:nnll\=:,
/\Pl'l' 21st. ?\,'1“‘0{ with
others who are Jc‘.:||::_1._-‘
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I|'|:‘|J_g:||'|t'.-'- - or Just listen -
as we work thre -uu_t.:‘h the
\‘ emotions we are

experiencing. Please

~all 384-0557 for

ﬁ more information.
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PACT

@ PACT/Religious Education Program Updates

PACT Final Parent Meetings and 2009-10 Registrations

Please check your colored PACT schedules for information about
this year’s final PACT sessions. After the opening prayers at the
sessions, we will have our year-end Parent Meeting with
information and re-registration for the 2009-10 year.

An e-mail was recently sent to all of our PACT and Sacramental
Preparation families. If you did not receive the e-mail, you can
send us your updated e-mail information at:
religioused@stmarysdumont.org. Thank you.
Operation Rice Bowl

. 72 Please return Rice Bowls to the Religious Education
Office or when you come to mass during the Easter
season.
Make a donation to a CRS program as an Easter gift
in the name of a loved one.
For more information online: donate.crs.org
First Communion Banner Kits
Banner kits were distributed last week at our g 4. a0l
Wednesday First Communion preparation sessions. Y& /<7
The kit contains materials and an instruction sheet with *™ ==~
a few pictures of sample banners. Completed banners should be
returned at the Morning With Jesus on April 25", Any questions?
Contact us at religioused@stmarysdumont.org or call (201) 384-
3062. This Wednesday, April 8th will be our final First Communion
candidate preparation until the April 25™ Morning With Jesus.
Eva’s Village Director Sr. Gloria Perez
Sr. Gloria will be our special guest speaker this Monday,
April 6™ at 7:00 p.m. in the Lower Church. The meeting
is open to all parishioners interested in the work of Eva’s
Village in Paterson, which St. Mary’s helps to support
during the year. This meeting is also our Confirmation Candidate-
Sponsor Parent Meeting.
C ation Updates
Candidates should have completed their Confirmation
interviews and should continue working on service
projects. The Confirmation Candidate-Sponsor-Parent
Meeting is tomorrow at 7:00 p.m. in the Lower Church.
The first Monday Confirmation Preparation session is
Monday, April 20", beginning in the Lower Church.

_g/’vfﬁ_ust
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Pastor’s Information

If any of the following items pertain to you or to your family, please
check the box in front of the item. This information will be a great
help to us. You may tear off the form and deposit in the collection
basket or mail it to the Rectory.

O New in Parish, would like to register

0  Change of Address

O  Request collection envelopes (Gold envelopes at
doors.)

¢ Moving out of Parish
O Need information, please phone
O New telephone number:
¢ Family Member (Name: )
is ill.
O Athome At Hospital,
Room
O Would like to receive Holy Communion
Your Name:
Telephone Number:
Address:

Previous address if changing

St. Mary’s Youth Ministry (SMYM)
Junior Youth Group: 7" & 8™ Grades
Senior Youth Group: 9" — 12" Grades

Upcoming Youth Ministry Events:

Sunday, April 5™ — “Way of the Cross 2009” Dress Rehearsal.
This is our last rehearsal from 6:00 — 8:30p in the Upper Church.
Please come dressed in black.

Friday, April 10™ — “Way of the Cross 2009”: We will be
presenting our annual Way of The Cross prayer service on Good
Friday, April 10", at 7:30p. This year, we will be using an
adaptation of the script used at World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney!
We need to begin raising money for World Youth Day 2011 in
Madrid, Spain. Baskets will be at the doors of the Church for free
will offerings.

Sunday, April 12" — “Easter Sunday”: Please help us blow up
balloons to be given to small children at the Easter Masses. We'll
meet in the Lower Church at 8:30a.

Sunday, May 3": — “Way of the Cross Easter Party & Awards
Night”: Whether you were part of the Way of the Cross cast/crew,
you are invited to our annual Easter Party & Awards Night. We’'ll
meet in the parish business office (Rectory Basement) from 6:30 —
8:30p

Benedict XVI Tells Youth: Church Counts On You - Urges
Them to Be Envoys of God's Love

Benedict XVI is encouraging young people to pray and live the
sacraments, so as to be witnesses of hope and joy in a world that
counts on them. The Pope affirmed this in a message published
today for the 24th World Youth Day, which will take place April 5,
Palm Sunday, on a diocesan level. The event theme is: "We Have
Set Our Hope on the Living God." You can read an except of his
message on the back of the Way of the Cross flyer found in the
bulletin.

Need to talk to us? email: youthmin@stmarysdumont.org or call
(201) 385-2936.

We'll See You At Mass! Charlie & Lesa
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PACT Lenten Craft

]| As seen in this picture, our
s PACT Lenten Craft was a
wonderful success. We
would like to thank those
who made it
¥ possible. Thank you to
ﬁ Tower Cleaners, Dumont
Cleaners and  Mason
Cleaners who donated
over 200 wire hangers for
our use, to the parents and children who did a wonderful job and
were so creative and to the teachers and other volunteers who
helped pass out supplies and clean up after the craft.
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Knights of Columbus:
Holy Wednesday Rosary - Wednesday, April 8 at 8pm. Open for
everyone to join us at the Council for prayer and fellowship.
Refreshments afterwards.
Annual Special Children’s Dance - Saturday, April 18" at 7pm.
Come and enjoy a night of laughter, friendship and, of course, great
food. For the reasonable price of admission you will receive a
wonderful meal, dancing and our famous talent show. All proceeds
go to charity. The cost is $27.00 PP, which includes cold
beverages. Doors open at 6:30. Please contact Tony Tulli @ 201-
385-6148 for reservations.
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Concert for Catholic Education
The Office of the Superintendent of Schools of the Archdiocese of
Newark is presenting A Benefit Concert for Catholic Education
featuring the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra. The concert will
take place on Sunday, April 19, 2009, at 4:00 PM, at Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Newark. Tickets are $30.00 each or two for $50.00.
For more information, call 973-497-4270. Seating is limited so, if
you are interested, you should call soon.




