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Mass for the
Intentions week

Dec. 26 - Vigil
William Ramm
Dec. 27 - Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, & Joseph
Parishioners of St. Mary’s
John Hecker
Christopher L. Bishop
Dec. 28 - Holy Innocents
Klarer and Wade Families
David George Kay
Dec. 29 - 5th Day in the Octave of Christmas
Paul DiPaola
Richard Delia
Dec. 30 - 6th day in the Octave of Christmas
Vucci Family
Patrick Wade
Dec. 31 - 7th Day in the Octave of Christmas
Frances G. Schaf
Aniello Schettino
Jan. 1 - The Octave Day of Christmas
The Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
Catherine, Cornelius, Anna and John Hoynes
Antonio Tarabocchia
Jan. 2 - Sts. Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianzen
Ann Theresa Herlihy
Annie and Florence Fitzgerald
Jan. 3 - The Epiphany of the Lord
Charlie McMorrow
Parishioners of St. Mary’s
Helen and Herman Latz

In Loving Memory

The Bread and Wine offered at this week's Masses are
given in memory of Ann Theresa Herlihy requested by
John R. Herlihy.

- The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in praise of God and in
¢l memory of Aniello Schettino requested by The
Schettino Family.

We ask your prayers for our recently deceased parishioners,
Pauline Domanski, and Angelina J. Citino.

Pray for our Sick

If you would like our parish to continue to pray for family, friends or
loved ones who are ill and in need of prayer, please call the rectory
office — 201-384-0557. We will put their names on the sick list once
again and continue our prayer for them. If you want their name to
be added to our Prayer Chain, please let us know that as well.

Peter Ramzi..Marie Woehrle..Susan G. Klarer..Joan O’Leary-Rella
Ann Youngsworth..Debra Portillo..Marie McDermott..Barbara Fawcett
Woke Family..Pat O’Connor..Alicia McMahon..Mary M..Eileen O’Leary
Ann O’Neil..Anthony Matarazzo..Ben Zangoglia..John R..Maria Cruz
Rose & Frank Farrell..Genevive DeVirgilis..Hyde Family..Bob Jackson
Margherita Bonaldo..Carolina Aspiras..Peter Post

Daily Rosary
We wanted to announce that each day, following the 8:45 Mass, a

group of parishioners stay in church to pray the rosary. If you
would like to be part of this group, each day or only periodically,
simple come to the church for 8:45 Mass or come once Mass is
over.

Parish Office Schedule

Lr(, :cl We want parishioners to know that the parish office will

ﬁb\':" be closed on Dec. 31, 2009 & Jan. 1, 2010.
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Sunday — Dec. 27

Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
Solemnity of the Holy Family
Monday — Dec. 28

After 8:45AM Mass Rosary UC

Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Tuesday — Dec. 29

After 8:45AM Mass Rosary UC
9:30AM Parents Group B05
Wednesday — Dec. 30

After 8:45AM Mass Rosary UC
7:00PM OLPH Novena LC
7:30PM-9:30PM Line Dancing SH
Thursday — Dec. 31

After 9:00AM Mass Rosary UC
1:00PM-5:00PM Rectory Open House
New Year's Eve

Friday —Jan. 1

7:30PM Rosary for Peace UC
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
New Year's Day

Saturday — Jan. 2

After 8:30AM Mass Rosary UC
Sunday —Jan. 3

1:00PM-4:00PM PALAD EB Meeting RCB
Epiphany

: New Year’s Day Mass Schedule

1 Thursday, Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve
| 6:00PM Vigil Mass

I Friday, Jan. 1 New Year's Day
1 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Dec. 31 — Rectory Open House

i=._ 5o Again this year, the priests are happy to invite our

%‘ parishioners to an Open House at the rectory on Dec.
\ 31 from 1:00 — 5:00 PM. Come and share a glass of

("f;.; wine or punch and some cheese and crackers. More

importantly, come and wish one another all of God’s blessings for

2010. There is no need to respond — just come to the rectory,

join your brothers and sisters of St. Mary’s and wish one
another the best of this festive time of year.

Bible Study Session

Our next Bible study session will be on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2010, at
7:30 PM, in the rectory. We will be looking at the letters to the
Thessalonians, the letters to Timothy & Titus and the letter to
Philemon. If you are going to join us that evening, you may want to
read over these letters beforehand. All parishioners are welcome,
whether or not you have been with us before. Just bring a Bible
with you.

Hold the Date — Feb. 13, 2010

On Saturday, Feb. 13, 2010, the Saturday before Ash Wednesday,
our parish will have its first Mardi Gras celebration. That night, we
will have a beefsteak dinner and karaoke for entertainment. A
beefsteak is strips of beef on toasted bread with French fries. The
karaoke allows individuals or groups to go up on stage and sing.
It's a lot of fun and a great evening. Right now, we just want
everyone to hold the date — Saturday, Feb. 13, 2010.

Hold this date, too — April 17, 2010

The year commemorating the 50ﬂ‘_anniversary of our church will
begin on Saturday evening, April 17, 2010, at the 5:30 Mass.
We are hoping that Bishop John Smith, the present bishop of
Trenton and a former pastor of St. Mary’s, will be able to join us that
evening. Following the Mass that evening, we will have a Cocktail
Reception in Szelest Hall, from 7:00 — 10:00 PM. Please hold
the date so that you can join in the festivities of the opening of our
anniversary year.
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gﬁ% My brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we move closer to the end of 2009 and prepare to
welcome 2010, we see the new year, not simply as a time to make
resolutions (which we may or may not keep), but as another
opportunity given to us by God to recognize his hand in the many
aspects of our lives. So often we seem to move from one event to
another, one activity to another, one day or week to another. So
often, we move on what seems to be a treadmill and frequently we
may want to simply get off because we are moving so quickly that
our minds are a blur. Time doesn'’t just go by — it flies by.

If this new year is truly going to be beneficial for us as
individuals, as families and as a parish, we need to make a
commitment to ensure that the gift of time, given to us by God, is
used well and wisely. God is not an Indian giver. If we don't use a
gift wisely, he doesn’t take it back. Nor does he withhold future gifts
because of how we may have used (or not used) previous gifts.

It would be a shame, however, if at the end of 2010, we
were to look back and regret not having used this coming year to
benefit ourselves and those around us. Each year, we ask
parishioners to consider becoming more deeply involved in the life
of the parish. Each year, we have some men, women and children
who accept our invitation and become involved in some area of
ministry. We hope that that experience of service has strengthened
their lives and their faith.

This year is going to be an especially significant one for
us as a parish community. We begin our 50" anniversary year
during 2010, celebrating and rejoicing in a great milestone in our
parish history. The cornerstone of our present church building was
laid in 1961. In 2011, 50 years later, we will remember that
wonderful day and give thanks to God for those 50 years. Many of
our present parishioners remember that time when the cornerstone
was laid. They also recall with great fondness the first parish
church of St. Mary’s, which stood at the corner of New Milford and
Washington Avenues. They may have worshipped there, baptized
a child there, witnessed two people committing themselves to love
one another in the sacrament of marriage there, or even sent a
family member home to God there.

On April 17, 2010, we will come together for the 5:30
Mass at the beginning of a wonderful year of joy and celebration. It
is our hope that Bishop John Smith, the present bishop of the
Diocese of Trenton and a former pastor of St. Mary’s, will be able to
join with us that evening and preside at the Eucharist. We will then
gather in Szelest Hall for a Cocktail Reception from 7:00 — 10:00
PM for what we hope will be another time of great joy for our
parishioners.

Yes — 2010 will be a great time for us. It will be another
chance for us to allow God to touch our minds, our hearts, our faith
and our lives. May we use every moment, savor every opportunity,
and rejoice in every way that God loves us, cares for us and
inspires us to live his life in our world.

Love,
Fr. Bob

Greetings for 2010

As we enter a new year — 2010 — we, the parish staff and the
Pastoral Council, wish to extend to all of our parish families our
prayers for God’s continued blessings in the coming year. We
continue to rejoice in the peace of this wonderful season and
realize that God has once again given us the precious gift of time
as we enter into a new year. The next 12 months will provide a
wealth of experiences for us to recognize the presence of God in
our lives, in our families, in our parish, and in our world. We will
also be given the opportunity to offer our Time, our Talent and our
Treasure to God for what he will give this year. May we use our
Time wisely, offer our Talent generously and give of our Treasure
lovingly

God'’s Plan for Giving — The measure of your free-will offering
shall be in proportion to the
blessing the Lord, your God, has
bestowed on you.”

(Deuteronomy 16:10)

Collection for Dec. 19 & 20 $6,513.00

Total for same weekend in 2008 $8,395.00

From our children’s weekly envelopes - Next Week’s Bulletin
Campaign donations received thus far in November $5,099.00
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The good deeds that the children of St. Mary’s did as a way of
showing their love of God and of our parish will be published in
next Week’s bulletin
“Beloved, see what love the Father has bestowed on us that
we may be called children of God; yet so we are.” from the
first letter of St. John. During this season of giving, let's also
remember the gifts that God has given to us, including the gift of
making us his children. Are we as grateful for that wonderful gift as
we are for all the material gifts we have received? How do we show
our gratitude to God for all the gifts he has given and continues to
give to us all year?
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Ministry — Visiting the homebound
You may have noticed at several of our Sunday Masses - and
some of our daily Masses as well - that there are men and women
who come up at the Lamb of God and place on the altar a pyx — a
small metal container — used to carry the Eucharist to those who
are homebound. These Special Ministers of Holy Communion, as
they are called, bring communion to those who are homebound as
well as ministering the Eucharist at Mass. In addition to bring the
Body and Blood of the Lord, however, they also bring the presence
of our parish community. For so many of those who are
homebound, they feel so isolated from St. Mary’s since they cannot
come to church. These men and women who bring the Eucharist
help our homebound parishioners to know that they still in our
hearts, our thoughts and our prayers.

Tithing the Tithe — 2009

For the month of November, our parish was able to tithe a total of
$1,508.00 from what we received in our Sunday collections. We
have sent checks to the following people/groups in the following
amounts:

Nelson Bayona — Newark seminarian - $335.00
St. John Food Pantry, Newark - $335.00
Missionaries of Charity, Newark - $335.00
Emergency Fund - $503.00

Stewardship Prayer

Dear Lord,

| pray that you will give me the wisdom to guide me on this faith
journey of stewardship. Help me to understand that everything that
I have is a gift from you. Open up my heart and my mind so that |
may use these marvelous gifts to give back to you here on earth. |
pray, Lord, that you will welcome me into your kingdom at the end
of my life and that you are pleased with what | have done with all
your gifts. Amen.

2009 Christmas Gift

Thanks to all those who made St. Mary’s a part of their gift giving at
Christmas. At this time of the year, when our thoughts turn to the
joy that we give when we share a gift with others, we appreciate
that so many families were willing to make a significant gift to our
parish. We, as a parish and as a people, have been given the
greatest gift of God’s love in the person of Jesus, born to set us
free. For those who were not yet able to give to our collection on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, please know that we will
gratefully accept your gift. We will publish in next week’s
bulletin what was offered to St. Mary’'s in our Christmas
collection.




ST. MARY'S DUMONT
Serving in Irag Liturgy Schedule

We ask God to keep in his care all those who are serving overseas
in our armed forces, especially in Irag or Afghanistan. They are
listed below and we ask your prayers for them.

Christopher lacobino Michael Whitford Michael Bianco
Alicia Newball Angelica Peji Danny Hilsdorf
James Markert James Phillips Wayne Lawton
Kristine Becker Donald Dickson Anthony Dunkin
Brian Collins Edward Bryan Frago Brian Lucas
Christopher Cookson...Christopher Minayn...Kyle Zownir
Joshua M LaBazzetta James R. Melady Robert Dellner
David Christopher Pierson Christopher Lynch
Christopher Kishbach Robert Challener, Jr
Ryan Shireman Christian Baierwalter

If you have a relative serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, please call the
rectory so that we can add his/her name and offer a prayer for him/her.

Capital Campaign - New Information

We have received some of the bills for the work done to the heating
system in the school. When we have all of them, we will be listing
them below so that our parishioners will know what we spent on
that project. We are continuing to look at the repair and re-painting
of the church ceiling. As we continue to determine the extent of
that work, we will keep the parish informed.

Total amount in pledges made - $878,266.00
Number of families who have pledge 450

Average pledge per family - $1,951.70

Cash collected thus far - $464,386.63
Expenses paid thus far** $261,650.83
Cash on hand - $202,735.80

Pledges for one time donation are still gratefully accepted.

**Explanation of Expenses
1) Total amount paid to Lynch Development Associates for
Preliminary Feasibility Study, Actual Capital Campaign

and costs related to both - $87,970.83
2) Rectory roof repair - $15,000.00
3) Church roof repair - $46,251.00
4) Lower Church Drains/Leak $ 445.00
5) Tree Removal $ 2,000.00
6) Parish Office Steps $ 5,535.00
7) School Heating System $98,549.00
8) Church Steeple Repair $ 5.900.00

Campaign Prayer

God of all goodness, in every generation, you gather your
people together in peace and bind them as one in prayer, in
community and in service. For almost one hundred years, you
have united the people of St. Mary’s as one parish family. We are
men and women, adult and children, coming from the four corners
of the earth, speaking different languages, yet bound together
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Through your goodness and
the generosity of those who have come before us, we have been
blessed in our present home — our church — for almost fifty years.

Now is the time for us, the people of St. Mary’s gathered
at this time in our history, to ensure that what we have received
from those before us may be preserved for those who will come
after us. In prayer and in reflection, we now realize the greatness
of your bounty and we accept the challenge of offering our time, our
talent and our treasure so that we can preserve for future
generations what we have been fortunate enough to receive from
those who have built before us in faith and trust.

Send your Spirit upon us, O Lord, that we may be cheerful
as we accept joyfully this next phase in the life of our parish. Help
us to share a portion of our gifts, so that we, as a parish, may
realize the dream and preserve for those who come after us what
we have received in gratitude.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Below is the schedule for liturgical ministries for the Masses for the
weekend of Jan. 2-3, the feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. .

5:30PM 7:45AM 10:00AM 12:00Noon
H1-E. Moloney H1-B. Kenter H1-B. Barba H1-T. Rosal
H3-C. Murray ~ H3-J. DeNoia H3-D. Asistin H3-C. Reilly
H4-N. Best H4-A. DeNoia H4-D. Hannibal H4-C. Rosal

C1l-Jayne Kaine Cl-Janet Kaine C1-L. Ungar C1-J. Tumaneg

C2-N. Best C2-W. Kaine  C2-G.Barba C2-N. Poznanski
C3-R. Schmidt C3-P. Keating C3-M. Keating C3-R. Callahan
C4-N. Bayona C4-M. Daly C4-E. Duffy C4-F. lkalina
R1-M. Manley R1-J. Schaper R1-L. Miloscia R1-M. Yu
R2-J. Sylvester R2-M. Vicente R2-J. Soltes R2-K. Rhein
S-M. Fullon S-J. Fredericks S-R. Aguilar S-.R. Cachuela
S-W. Grisales  S-J. Fredericks S-Z. Pacia S-J. Platon
S-J. Palmer S-B. Valesquez S-L. Sebastian S-E. Whyte
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Linen Schedule for the Months of December and January:

Dec. 27 Mary Conboy Jan. 03 Eleanor King

Jan. 10 Janet Kaine Jan. 17 Sue Schettino

Jan. 24 Roz Callahan Jan. 31 Diane Gerrity
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H1N1 (Swine Flu) Guidelines for the Liturgy

We have received the following guidelines from the archdiocesan
Worship Office regarding the H1N1 virus and the liturgy. They are
as follows:

e Whether you are a priest, minister of Holy
Communion, or a member of the assembly, wash
your hands before and after Mass and make liberal
use of hand sanitizers.

e If you are not feeling well, refrain from receiving the
Blood of Christ and avoid physical contact with
others.

e Persons who feel that they may be contagious
legitimately excuse themselves from the obligation to
attend Mass.

e Parents should determine the level of participation in
the liturgy of their children, especially if they are sick.

e Ultimately, every individual needs to determine their
level of liturgical involvement in sensitive situations.

e We will be looking into the purchase of hand
sanitizers for use by our priests and Eucharistic
ministers before Mass so that we can be as hygienic
as possible with the distribution of the Eucharist.

e The ill who are homebound long-term should
consider calling the parish for communion for the
sick. If you know someone in this situation, please
invite them to call the rectory so that we can make
arrangements to visit them and bring communion to
them.

PO U U U U U U U S U R U R U U R R U
ARE YOU REGISTERED?

We have people coming to St. Mary’s on a regular basis who need
a form of some kind filled out and, when we check our records, we
find that they are not registered parishioners. ARE YOU
REGISTERED AS A PARISHIONER OF ST. MARY'’S? If you are
not, it becomes more complicated f you need some kind of form to
be filled out stating that you are a parishioner of our parish. The
best way to know that you are registered is the fact that you receive
collection envelopes, either on a regular basis or only at Christmas
or Easter. PLEASE - save yourselves and the parish staff a great
deal of time and trouble — come to the rectory office and
register!

PO U U U S U U R I U U U R P U U R U
Offerings Still Available

Bread and Wine - Jan. 17, 24 & 31; Feb. 7, 14, 21, & 28.

Sanctuary Lamp - Feb. 7, 14, 21, & 28
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PACT

PACT/Religious Education Program Updates

PACT Advent Giving Project for Eva’s Village
Thank you to all who participated in our PACT
Advent Giving Project. The gifts were delivered
Monday, 12/14/09. The gifts were much
appreciated and the staff at Eva's is always
impressed by the generosity of St. Mary’s.

Confirmation
-y Candidates should be participating in service projects
- at this time. Check in around our bulletin for
information about the projects such as “un-decorating”
. the Church, and other parish events. To help at
Religious Education programs on Sunday, Tuesday,
Monday, or special Communion Preparation sessions coming up on
Wednesdays, please call the Religious Education office at (201)
384-3062 or e-mail religioused@stmarysdumont.org
Service projects may also be worked on in schools, nursing homes,

hospitals, aftercare programs, special needs programs, and other
places where service is provided for those who need our help.

&
-5

Priority of Religious Education
Parents are reminded that we no longer have a
Religious Education program which meets every
week. Since we come less frequently it is important
not to schedule doctor appointments, extra-curricular
activities, and other commitments during our PACT/Religious
Education sessions. We rely on you to keep our program a
success- as we are Parents And Children Together at St. Mary's
Religious Education.
PR U PR U U U U N U U U U R S N N U N
The Transfiguration Academy is closed
for Christmas Vacation.

We will re-open January 4th

A happy and safe Christmas Vacation
to All

Hospital Privacy
As we announced at Mass, please remember that current privacy

laws regarding patients in hospitals do not allow the hospitals/
pastoral care offices to contact parishes if their parishioners are in
the hospital. If you or a loved one are going into the hospital
and want a priest to visit you or that loved one, please call the
rectory office and let us know.

PO U U U U U U P U U R R U U U U R R
Health Care Reform Bill

On Nov. 7, the House of Representatives passed major health care
reform that reaffirms the essential, longstanding and widely
supported policy against using federal funds for elective abortion
coverage. It is critical that the Senate adopt the House-approved
Stupak Amendment language on this issue. The amendment
ensures that Americans are not forced to pay for the destruction of
unborn children as part of needed health care reform. The Senate
must address other essential moral priorities — conscience rights;
making health coverage more affordable and accessible for this in
need; and ensuring that immigrants do not lose or will not be denied
health care cover-age needed for the good of their families and the
health of society. Contact Senate and House members through
e-mail, phone calls or FAX letters. To send a pre-written
instant e-mail to Congress, go the American bishops website -
www.uscch.org/action. Call the U.S. Capital switchboard at
202-224-3121 or call your members’ local offices. Full contact
information can be found on members’ websites at
www.house.gov & www.senate.gov.

St. Mary’s Youth Ministry (SMYM)

Working With Our Parish Community to Help Our Teens, 7™ - 121
Grade, Become Better Versions of Themselves: Physically,
Emotionally, Intellectually, & Spiritually

Upcoming Youth Ministry Events:

Sunday, January 10" — “BASKETS FOR BABIES": (6:30 —
8:30p in Szelest Hall) We're sponsoring a basketball shootin%
contest for the teens, grades 7-12, of our parish in honor of the 37'
March for Life on Jan 22™, 2010. Shooters will be grouped by age
and gender. The admission fee is $5 and all proceeds will be
distributed to a local pregnancy crisis center.

Sunday, January 24" — “WAY OF THE CROSS 2010 AUDITION
& FRISBEE FOOTBALL": (6:30 — 8:30p in Spiritual Formation
Center & Szelest Hall) The auditions will begin in the Spiritual
Formation Center at 6:30p. Once a few people are done, we'll go
upstairs to the gym and play Frisbee Football.

Sunday, January 31%' — “WAY OF THE CROSS REHEARSAL
#1": (6:30 —8:30p)

We're Looking For A Few Good Young Men:

Currently, our Core Team, an advisory board of eight teens in
grades 9-12, is comprised of seven young ladies and one young
man. We want to expand it to 12, adding four young men. If you or
someone you know would be interested, please let us know.

This Week's Feature Articles For Teens & Their Families:
“Thousands of Youths Converge on Kansas City to Celebrate
Their Faith”:

http://www.cny.org/archive/ld/Id9120309.htm

“Pray With Wonder & Awe”:
http://www.cny.org/archive/tdcolumn/tmd121709.htm

Other Resources For Teens & Their Families:

R U Looking 4 Christian Music for Teens on the radio?

Listen to 99.1 FM

R U Looking4 a Catholic website for teens?

Go to http://www.mycatholicvoice.com

What else is happening at St. Mary's?
http://stmarysdumont.org/this-week.html

This Week’s Reflection:
http://disciplesnow.faithstreams.com/Home/Celebrate/tabid/19344/
Default.aspx

Need To Talk To Us? You can meet us at the music platform after
the 7:45 and 10:00 Masses, call us at (201) 385-2936, or email us
at youthmin@stmarysdumont.org.

If you want to be removed from our email list, please reply,

"UNSUBSCRIBE."

We'll see you at Mass! Charlie & Lesa

PO U PO U U U U S S U U S I N U U R R

Knights of Columbus Events:

00 0O Thursday Dec 31 — New Year's Eve party — 8PM-

(Z{ 3 1AM — This year, the New Year's Eve event is a
A \ buffet with a greater value at only $39.95 per person.

Setups & snacks included. DJ Rich will help us ring

in the new year with gusto! Contact Bob Dondero at 201-387-2368
for reservations .

The Council is open on Friday evenings from 8-11PM.

For more information about St. John’s Council, contact Lou Pidi at
201-439-1985 or check out our website at www.kofc1345.org.

PO U U U S U I R U U U U U U U R I U
Plastic Shopping Bags Needed

Every second Friday of the month, we take to St. John’s in Newark
the plastic bags that people use when they go food shopping.
These are used by those who come for a meal. They carry the
meal away in the bags, often saving part of the meal for later. Many
people simply throw these bags out, but we are asking for them. If
you have any, please bring them either to the rectory or to church
on Sunday and leave them in the ushers’ room off the vestibule at
the main doors of the church.




