
ST. MARY’S DUMONT 

Saturday Dec. 13 – Vigil 
 5:30PM Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Richards 
Sunday  Dec. 14 – Third Sunday of Advent 
 7:45AM Arcenia Padaloy 
 10:00AM Parishioners of St. Mary’s 
 12 Noon Carmella Sciarra 
Monday  Dec. 15 – Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM John and Bridie Cleary 
 8:45AM Mr. & Mrs. Becker 
Tuesday  Dec. 16 – Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM Joseph P. Reilly 
 8:45AM Gerald Capasso 
Wednesday  Dec. 17 – Late Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM Gerri Cleary 
 8:45AM Michael McCormack 
Thursday  Dec. 18 – Late Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM Catherine Hoynes 
 8:45AM Terry and Fred McLarnon 
Friday  Dec. 19 – Late Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM Charlie McMorrow 
 8:45AM Ann Wolf 
Saturday  Dec. 20 – late Advent Weekday 
 8:30AM Aniello Schettino 
 5:30PM Pietro Sforza 
Sunday  Dec. 21 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 7:45AM Leonard and Robert Florio 
 10:00AM John Hecker 
 12 Noon Parishioners of St. Mary’s 
 

In Loving Memory 
The Bread and Wine offered at this week’s Masses 
are given in memory of Hap Russini requested by his 
children 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in praise of God and in 
memory of Robert A. Rosica requested by the Mulder 
family. 
 

We ask your prayers for our recently deceased parishioners. 
 

If you would like our parish to continue to pray for family, friends or loved 
ones who are ill and in need of prayer, please call the rectory office – 
201-384-0557.  We will put their names on the sick list once again and 
continue our prayer for them.  If you want their name to be added to our 
Prayer Chain, please let us know that as well. 
 

Please pray for the sick 
Mariana Cardenas…George Magno…Peter Ramzi… David Storick 
Bob Jackson…Susan G. Klarer…Kathy Hans…Cecelia Agpalasin 
Katherine Marie Mirabile...Maria Martinez…Maureen G…Baby Jake 
Emily Del Vecchio…Angela Darata…Cecilia Gomes…Donna Tkacz 
Anne O’Neill...Margherita Bonaldo… Valerie Kana`…Kendra Wehner 
Teresa Colgan..Patricia Marino..Ed Lane..Mathilde Hartmann..Ben S. 
John R…Dorothy McDuffy…Angela Petrocelly…Benjamin Zangoglia 
Richard Domenech..Marie Fitzgerald..Sr. Margaret Hoffman 
Tony Martignetti..Mary Coutinho..John Tibbs..Barbara Manz 
Carole Chittenden..Deborah Portillo..Potino Canares..Thomas Donnelly 
Barbara Wronski 
 

Pictures for Nov. 2 
If you have framed photos of family members who have died that 
were placed in the church for the month of November as part of our 
remembrance of those who have died, you can now pick them up at 
the rectory between 9:00am- 
 
 

PLEASE don’t forget to use your envelope marked for  
FLOWERS - it takes a LOT of flowers to make our church 
extra-special for Christmas! 
 

 

 
 

Sunday – December 14 
8:55AM Religious Ed PACT Saints Session LC/School 
9:00AM-10:00AM Adult RCIA RCA 
11:00AM-12:00Noon Kids RCIA Class SFC 
11:00AM-12:00Noon Teen RCIA Youth Room 
Food Collection 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Monday – December 15 
7:00PM Religious Ed PACT Angels Session UC/School 
8:00PM Advent Penance Service St. John’s, Bergenfield 
 

Tuesday – December 16 
9:30AM Parents Group B10 
3:30PM Religious Ed PACT Angels Session UC/School 
6:00PM-9:30PM Simbang Gabi Practice SH 
7:00PM-9:00PM Adult Choir Chapel 
 

Wednesday – December 17 
4:00PM-6:00PM Children/Bell Choir Chapel/UC 
7:00PM OLPH Novena LC 
7:30PM Baptism Class SFC 
7:00PM-9:00PM Knitters Youth Room 
7:30PM – 9:30PM Line Dancing SH 
 

Thursday – December 18 
6:00PM-9:30PM Simbang Gabi Practice SH 
 

Friday – December 19 
7:30PM Rosary for Peace LC 
7:30PM –8:30PM Simbang Gabi Mass UC. Reception after mass SH 
 

Saturday – December 20 
9:00AM – Breakfast with Santa SH 
9:30AM Catholic War Veterans Meeting RCA 
1:00PM-2:30PM Transfiguration Basketball SH 
 

Sunday – December 21 
9:00AM-10:00AM Adult RCIA RCA 
11:00AM-12:00Noon Kids RCIA Class SFC 
11:00AM-12:00Noon Teen RCIA Youth Room 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Advent Penance Service 
This year, our Advent Penance Service will be celebrated with the 
parishioners of St. John’s, Bergenfield, and Ascension, New Milford.  
The communal service will take place on Monday evening, Dec. 15, 
at 8:00 PM, at St. John’s Church, Bergenfield.  The priests of all 
three parishes will be available for confessions that evening.  It is yet 
another time of grace for us to experience the loving forgiveness of 
God. 
 
Many hands make light work -- We need your help - 
Decorating the church on Monday, December 22 and Tuesday, Dec 
23 beginning at 6:30 p.m.  We especially need men on Monday 
evening to help move the 20ft trees into the church! 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
4:30 PM Mass with our Children’s Choir  
6:30 PM Mass with a Wind Ensemble and 

Contemporary Choir 
11:15 PM Celebration of Carols 
12:00 Midnight Mass with our Adult Choir 
 

Thursday, Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon  
 

New Year’s Mass Schedule 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 31 
6:00PM Vigil Mass  
 

Thursday, Jan. 1 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 14, 2008 
 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 

 First, I want to thank the members of our various choirs for their 
participation in last Sunday’s Advent Evening Prayer, held at Ascension 
Church in New Milford.  It was a truly blessed evening as the choirs of the 
three churches – St. Mary’s, Ascension and St. John’s – joined together 
to lead those gathered at Ascension in prayer.  It was joyful, it was 
inspiring, and it was prayerful.  Next year, we at St. Mary’s will host the 
Advent Evening Prayer and we look forward once again to an evening of 
prayer and unity in faith. 
 This Friday evening, Dec. 19, our parish will once again gather 
for Simbang Gabi, our annual Filipino celebration in anticipation of the 
feast of Christmas.  We begin with Mass at 7:30 PM in the upper church 
and then on to Szelest Hall for delicious food and a wonderful re-
enactment of the Nativity by the children in our Filipino community.  It is a 
wonderful evening and a special time together. 
 The Mission Statement for our parish, which appears on the 
front of our bulletin,  states that we rejoice in the diversity, which is St. 
Mary’s.  We saw that joy lived out when we gathered last month for our 
annual International Night and heard music and saw dancing from the 
various cultural groups, which make up our parish.  We truly are a 
Catholic community in the truest sense of that term, namely, a family that 
is universal in its make-up. 
 I know that there is a feeling at times that cultural celebrations 
are exclusively for one particular group, e.g., St. Patrick’s Day is only for 
the Irish, St. Joseph’s Day is only for the Italians, Simbang Gabi is only 
for the Filipinos.  While these celebrations may be sponsored by one 
particular cultural group, they are by no means the only group to 
participate in those celebrations.  We are gathered as one body in the 
Lord and, when we go to one of these cultural celebrations and share in 
them, we are essentially rejoicing in the fact that we are all called to be 
united in the Lord. 
 So, in the end, we are all invited to come to Simbang Gabi so 
that we can all pray together at the Eucharist, partake in great food and 
enjoy the innocence of children as they present the birth of the Lord 
Jesus for us. 
 
         Love, 
                                       Fr. Bob 
 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
The traditional name for the Third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday. 
The name comes from Gaudete in Domino semper, Latin for “Rejoice in 
the Lord always,” opening words of today’s entrance antiphon (brief 
scriptural text that is usually replaced by an opening hymn). 
Because one of Advent’s tasks is to prepare us for Christ’s return at the 
end of time, this season once had a penitential quality similar to that of 
Lent. Gaudete Sunday with its rose vestments and relaxation of 
austerities softened the period and gave a glimpse of its fulfillment just as 
its counterpart, Laetare Sunday, did at the midpoint of Lent. 
Viewed now as a season of devout and joyful expectation, Advent retains 
very little of its old penitential focus, but we still have the option of using 
the liturgical color of rose today as we rejoice that Christmas is near, and 
Christ’s second coming is nearer than it was yesterday. 
 
Retired Religious Collection 
Your generosity in the annual Retired Religious Collection this weekend, 
Dec. 13-14, is sincerely and gratefully appreciated by the religious sisters 
and brothers who have served so well over the years.  They have taught 
in our Catholic schools and parish religious education programs, 
ministered in Catholic hospitals, cared for children in orphanages.  Now, 
in many cases and in a number of religious orders, there is a desperate 
need for financial support for their retired members.  Remember a 
religious sister or brother who helped you deepen your own faith. 
Please offer what you can that weekend to help them live a dignified 
life in their retirement. 
 

St. Mary’s Senior Residence Information 
As you can see, the work on the St. Mary’s Senior Residence continues 
and we want to be sure that we answer any questions that you may have.  
If you have a question regarding the construction, please e-mail the 
rectory at info@stmarysdumont.org with your question.  If we do not know 
the answer, we will do all that we can to find the answer. Please pray for 
the ongoing success of the construction. 

 

God’s Plan for Giving –“The measure of your free-will offering  
   shall be in proportion to the blessing  
   the Lord, your God, has bestowed on 
    you.” 
                   (Deuteronomy 16:10) 
 

Collection for December 6&7, 2008 $10,419.00 
Same weekend in 2007  $10,502.00 
 

The true purpose of tithing is to secure, not the tithe, but the tither; 
not the gift, but the giver; not your money, but you...for God." 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
All of the people in today’s readings – the prophet Isaiah, the Virgin Mary, 
St. Paul, St. John the Baptist – seemed to understand clearly and rejoice 
in what God was calling them to be and to do. Do I? …Fr. Bob 
 

Time & Talent  
On Saturday, Dec. 6, a number of the children in our parish received the 
sacrament of Penance.  We have been praying for them for the past 
several weekends and we have also asked the prayers of the parish for 
them.  We want to thank those who helped prepare them for this 
sacrament and those who will prepare them in the spring to receive their 
First Communion.  Mr. Bill Mascitello, our Director of Religious Education, 
works with the catechists who take extra time to help our younger 
children come to understand the meaning of the sacraments of Penance 
and Eucharist.  The faith of our parish catechists is a strong support for 
the children who are preparing for the reception of sacraments.  We 
appreciate all that they do and we invite others to be a part of this very 
important ministry.  Please call Bill Mascitello at our Office of Religious 
Education (201-384-3062) and let him know that you want to share your 
faith with the children of our parish. 
 

Tithing the Tithe – 2008 
For the month of November, our parish was able to tithe a total of 
$1,437.00 from what we received in our Sunday collections.  We have 
sent checks to the following people/groups in the following amounts: 
 Nelson Bayona – Newark seminarian - $319.00 
 St. John Food Pantry, Newark - $319.00 
 Missionaries of Charity, Newark - $319.00 
 Emergency Fund - $480.00 
 

Stewardship Prayer 
Dear Lord, 
I pray that you will give me the wisdom to guide me on this faith journey 
of stewardship.  Help me to understand that everything that I have is a 
gift from you.  Open up my heart and my mind so that I may use these 
marvelous gifts to give back to you here on earth.  I pray, Lord, that you 
will welcome me into your kingdom at the end of my life and that you are 
pleased with what I have done with all your gifts.  Amen. 
 

PALAD Corner 
This coming Friday, Dec 19th, will be Simbang Gabi at St. Mary’s.  Our 
celebration starts with the 7:30 pm Mass in the Upper Church, followed 
immediately with (free) dinner and festivities at Szelest Hall.  Come and 
join us, and have a chance to win in one of the 17 raffle drawings.  
Questions?  Call Tito at (201) 387-9140 or send email to 
palad@stmarysdumont.org. 
Last week’s Lucky Weeks Club $50 winner is Connie Reilly.  Marichi Adel 
sold the winning ticket. 
 

Our Food Pantry 
We are now preparing once again to help needy families at 
Christmas with food baskets.   We always need canned 
food, turkeys, hams and monetary donations so that we 
can meet the needs of those who come to us for help.  
Whatever you can give will allow us to give, not only food, 

but also dignity to these families. Our pantry is stocked, but the quantity 
goes down quickly, especially as people come at this time of year.  
Distribution of baskets will be on Friday, December 19, 2008. 
 
St. Paul Session 
On Thursday, Jan. 8, at 7:30 PM, we will have our second session on the 
writings of St. Paul.  Fr. Bob wants to apologize for having to cancel the 
last session at the last minute.  Having looked at the person of St. Paul in 
our first session, we will look over his letters in the New Testament to 
discover how so much of what he wrote has become the foundation of 
our faith. Just in case there is a need to re-schedule the session due 
to unforeseen circumstances, please call the rectory and let us 
know that you would be attending this session on Jan. 8. 
 



ST. MARY’S DUMONT 
 
Serving in Iraq 
We ask God to keep in his care all those who are serving overseas in our 
armed forces, especially in Iraq or Afghanistan. They are listed below and 
we ask your prayers for them. 
 

Christopher Iacobino   Michael Whitford   Michael Bianco 
Brian Collins   Alicia Newball   Gerald J. Ferra, Jr. 

James Markert   Mathew Rosica   James Phillips   Kyle Zownir 
Kristine Becker   Donald Dickson   Danny Hilsdorf 

Edward Bryan Frago   Angelica Peji   John Paul McLauglin 
Joshua M LaBazzetta   James R. Melady   Robert Dellner 

Walter F. Fawcettt   David Christopher Pierson   Joe Shannon 
Christopher Lynch   Zane Campbel   Christopher Kishbach 

Robert Challener, Jr.   Ryan Shireman   Christian Baierwalter 
Anthony Zangoglia…Wayne Lawton   Daniel Rosica 

 

If you have a relative serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, please call the rectory so 
that we can add his/her name and offer a prayer for him/her. 
 

Intersection Work 
Father Bob contacted Mayor McHale to get an update regarding the work 
that will be done to the intersection of Washington and New Milford 
Avenues.  The mayor communicated that the county of Bergen is 
expected to bid the project during the winter with the projected start date 
in the spring of 2009.  The work should coincide with the construction of 
the St. Mary’s Senior Residence building.  However, it seems as if the 
project will be completed in 2010, after the Senior Residence is 
completed. We wanted to pass this information on to our parishioners 
since some have asked about the new intersection. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
Summer Trip 2009 Brochures 
Brochures are now in the parish office for our trip to California from July 
18-27, 2009.  We will spend time in San Francisco, Sonoma, the Sierra 
Nevadas, Yosemite National Park, Carmel, Monterey, San Simeon, 
Santa Ynez, Solvang, Santa Barbara, and Los Angeles, including 
Hollywood (Mann’s Chinese Theater, Sunset Strip, Rodeo Drive).  The 
cost per person, two to a room, is $2,900.00.  The cost includes 1) 
transportation to and from St. Mary’s/Newark Airport; 2) departure 
taxes/fuel surcharges; 3) round trip airfare Newark/San Francisco & Los 
Angeles/Newark; 4) 8 nights hotel accommodations; 5) sightseeing as 
described in brochure; 6) daily breakfast, 1 lunch, 3 dinners.  An optional 
excursion at the end of the trip would include a trip to San Diego, 
hotel accommodation w/full breakfast, sightseeing and 
entrance/service fees.  This would cost an additional $300. If you are 
interested in this trip, please come to the rectory and pick up a brochure. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
Sight and Sound Trip – Balance Due 
If you have reserved a ticket for the Easter show Behold the Lamb at 
Sight & Sound’s Millennium Theater in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on 
Saturday, March 28, 2009, the balance is now due.  This is for those 
who did not pay the entire amount when they made their reservation   
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
Knights of Columbus: 
Children’s Christmas Party - Sunday, December 14th at 2pm-4pm.   All 
children age 10 and under are welcome.  Each child will receive a gift bag 
from Santa Claus.  Complimentary snacks and refreshments will be 
available.  Call John McGill at 201-384-7511 and make your reservations.  
This is a FREE event; we need to know number of children coming.  
Lecturer Program - Monday, December 15th -After a short meeting 
Russell Petrocelli will discuss “Anti-Catholicism in the US”.  Russell is a 
former teacher of American History & Catholic Church History at Paramus 
Catholic H.S., with graduate work at the Washington Theological Union 
and St. Bonaventure University.  Our Programs are open to everyone to 
attend.  Plan to come and bring a friend.  Program begins about 8:45pm, 
with food and refreshments served afterwards.   
New Year’s Eve Party - Wednesday, December 31st from 7:30pm to 
1:30am.  The countdown has begun for the New Year and you are invited 
to the best party in town.  Why brave a long drive to a high priced party 
when you can stay close to home, celebrate with friends, eat a delicious 
meal, drink refreshing beverages, dance the night away and get a cool 
party hat & noise maker!  Join us to receive all this and more for the very 
reasonable $55/pp.  For reservation please contact Bob Dondero 201-
387-2368. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
Parish Office Schedule 
We want parishioners to know that the parish office will be closed on Dec. 
24-26, 2008 and also Dec. 31, 2008 - Jan. 2, 2009. 

Campaign Information 
We want to give updated totals for the Capital Campaign Realizing the 
Dream so that the parish will know the pledges/actual money that we 
have received thus far and how the money has been and is being spent.  
That information is as follows as of Dec. 2, 2008: 
 

 Total amount in pledges made - $886,066.16 
 Number of families who have pledged      440 
 Average pledge per family -   $2,013.79 
 

 Cash collected thus far -  $216,127.99 
 Expenses paid thus far**  $114,148.36 
 Cash on hand -    $101,979.63 
 

Pledges for one time donation are still gratefully accepted. 
 

**Explanation of Expenses 
 

1) Total amount paid to Lynch Development Associates for  
       Preliminary Feasibility Study, Actual Capital Campaign and  
       costs related to both -    $86,881.36 
2) Rectory roof repair -   $15,000.00 
3) Church roof repair -   $12,267.00 
 

Lynch Development Associates was the lowest of three bids that we 
received for the Feasibility and the Capital Campaign. This cost is 
approximately 9.8% of the total that has been pledged. That is less than 
the typical 10% that is projected for the cost of a Feasibility Study and a 
Capital Campaign.  
 

Campaign Prayer 
 God of all goodness, in every generation, you gather your 
people together in peace and bind them as one in prayer, in community 
and in ser-vice.  For almost one hundred years, you have united the 
people of St. Mary’s as one parish family.  We are men and women, adult 
and children, coming from the four corners of the earth, speaking different 
languages, yet bound together through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Through your good-ness and the generosity of those who have come 
before us, we have been blessed in our present home – our church – for 
almost fifty years. 
 Now is the time for us, the people of St. Mary’s gathered at this 
time in our history, to ensure that what we have received from those 
before us may be preserved for those who will come after us.  In prayer 
and in reflection, we now realize the greatness of your bounty and we 
accept the challenge of offering our time, our talent and our treasure so 
that we can preserve for future generations what we have been fortunate 
enough to receive from those who have built before us in faith and trust. 
 Send your Spirit upon us, O Lord, that we may be cheerful as 
we accept joyfully this next phase in the life of our parish.  Help us to 
share a portion of our gifts, so that we, as a parish, may realize the 
dream and preserve for those who come after us what we have received 
in gratitude. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
The Giving Tree 

Advent is a time to rejoice in the birth of Jesus, the season of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. As part of the Advent spiritual 
journey we invite you to participate in the Giving Tree.  This 
year, with your support and generosity, we will provide gifts 
to families through the Dumont Department of Human Services 

and The Nurturing Place (formerly The York Street Project) in Jersey City.  
Please bring the unwrapped gifts to the rectory during business hours on 
or before Sunday, December 14. If there are any questions regarding the 
Giving Tree please call Tom Ciotti at 201-385-7424 or Josie Parrella at 
201-387-0786. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
Breakfast with Santa 

Save the Date! Santa will be making a stop in Dumont on 
Saturday Dec 20th at 9AM. It's a great opportunity to 

show Santa that you've been a good little boy or girl just 
before he visits. 
Breakfast with Santa begins at 9AM and includes fruit, 

juice, bagels, munchkins, cereal, coffee and tea.  There will be projects to 
keep the little ones busy while they wait for the arrival of our guest of 
honor. Admission is $6 and children under 2 are free. Reservations are 
required.  Forms are available in the church, through the Religious Ed 
office or online at the parish website. Questions? Contact Brian O'Dowd 
at 201-385-2859. 
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    PACT/Religious Education Program Updates 
 
 

Where are you going, St. Nicholas? 
 

“I am going about my work among those who 
are hungry, poor, forgotten.  Soon, I will be 
visiting some of “the least” people that Jesus 
spoke about… children, families, women, and 
men who have had some pretty hard times this 
year… I am continuing the work of Jesus.  I will 
need your help…” 
 

Please bring in gifts for our PACT Advent 
Giving tree on or before December 16th.  
Thank you!  
 

ADVENT Materials 
Advent preparation materials have been distributed to all PACT families 
along with some special announcements.  Take time to review these at 
home.  As Advent begins, let’s resolve to celebrate by “preparing the 
way” for Jesus our King to be born anew in our hearts at Christmas. 
 

First Penance 
First Penance was celebrated here at St. Mary’s last Saturday, December 
6th.   Please pray for our young penitents that they may remain pure of 
heart as they prepare to receive the Lord in his Sacrament of the 
Eucharist for first time during the Easter Season. 
A special Thank You to our Wednesday First Penance Program 

catechists: 
Danielle Heinemann  Mary Beth Brady 
Jeanette Breun   Lynne Vietri 
Mickee Pacia   Bernadette McCullum 
Leighann Giacalone  Rowena Bautista 

 

Some Confirmation Service Opportunities: 
Contact: Mrs. Kathy Sylvester kathy@stmarysdumont.org/ (201) 384-
0557 about - 
1) THIS Tuesday, 12/16, 7:15 p.m. near the rectory garages in the 
parking lot- help set up luminaries for our Christmas Vigil celebration. 
2) Church decorating for Christmas evenings of Monday 12/22 and 
Tuesday 12/23. 
Contact Mr. Brian O’Dowd yam@stmarysdumont.org about - 
1) THIS Sat., Helping at Breakfast with Santa 12/20 arrive by 8:30 a.m.  
When volunteering to help at the Religious Education Office be sure to 
call to let us know you are volunteering! (201) 384-0557 or e-mail 
religioused@stmarysdumont.org 
1) Helping with attendance at Religious Education sessions- call for 
available dates. 
2) Helping with Religious Education Advent Giving Tree 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * 
Transfiguration Academy 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception was celebrated at 
both campuses of Transfiguration with a special Marian Day.  
The day was devoted to activities and teaching about the 
Immaculate Conception and honoring Mary the Mother of God.   

During this Advent Season, we prepare for the coming of our 
Savior, and there is no more fitting beginning than to learn about Mary, 
the only person conceived without original sin, who was destined to be 
the mother of our Lord and Redeemer. 
Advent: A Time for Prayer  
Transfiguration Academy kicked off the Christmas Season 
with our Advent Wreath lighting ceremony on Monday. Each 
Monday morning, during Advent, the school at both 
campuses will gather to say special Advent prayers and light the wreath. 
We wish all our parents and students the best during this very special 
time of year. 
Gift Certificate 
Q: What stocking stuffer can also stuff your tummy?  
A: Food Gift Certificates make an excellent gift. 
This Holiday season please consider giving that hard to shop for person 
or persons Food Gift Certificates.  They make the perfect gift when you 
just don’t know what to give.  By giving food gift certificates, you are 
giving a gift, which you know will be used and appreciated.  Food gift 
certificates may be purchased at the school offices in both Bergenfield 
and New Milford campuses. 

St. Mary’s Youth Ministry (SMYM) 
Junior Youth Group: 7th & 8th Grades 
Senior Youth Group: 9th – 12th Grades 
 
Family Activities:  “Card Sharing.” Encourage families to open 
Christmas cards together each night at the dinner table. Family members 
can take turns reading the messages (and Christmas letters) aloud. Invite 
families to include the people who have sent greetings to them that day in 
their meal prayers, asking God to bless their holiday season and the 
coming year. 
 
Interesting Article:  ”Kids Skipping Mass? Blame Ignorance, Not 
Rebellion”  Vatican Youth Director Considers Faith in the Young.  
VATICAN CITY, DEC. 2, 2008 (Zenit.org). –  
 

Young people today are not against the Church; they simply don't know 
much about it, says the new director of the youth section of the Pontifical 
Council for the Laity. 
With his new role, French Father Eric Jacquinet will be one of the key 
figures in the organization of the next World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain. 
He spoke with L'Osservatore Romano about the causes for young 
people's estrangement from the Church, principally noting "the family's 
inability to transmit the faith." 
The priest, a member of the Emmanuel community, spoke about his work 
with estranged young people in the Archdiocese of Lyon. "In the 
Venissieux parish," he said, "65% of young people are children of 
separated parents, and Christians are in a minority amid the immigrants. 
We had to evangelize door-to-door." 
Among today's youth "more than a need of spirituality, there is a strong 
emotional desire, which generates a certain confusion with the spiritual 
experience. Worse still, this is not enough to foster adult persons in the 
faith," Father Jacquinet noted. 
The priest spoke about his experiences at World Youth Days, which he 
started to follow since they began in Rome, Italy, in 1985 and in Santiago 
de Compostela, Spain, in 1989. 
"In Santiago I was responsible for a bus with 24 French young people 
and as many others of ex-Czechoslovakia," he explained. "Thus I came 
to know the Church in the catacombs: They had permission to travel only 
as tourists, and among them was a clandestine priest. Only two people in 
the group knew his true identity." 
Father Jacquinet participated in this year's youth day in Sydney, to learn 
about the work that awaits him. He observed, "I was able to see how this 
intensely secularized Australian metropolis was transformed by the 
presence of the young people on the streets. Local priests themselves, 
some of whom were very skeptical, were convinced, because the Spirit 
did something grandiose, and Cardinal Pell met the challenge." 
Regarding the challenges that he will face in organizing the next World 
Youth Day, the priest mentioned two important issues. On one hand, he 
pointed out "the need to accompany the experience of the days with the 
growth of a mature faith." 
On the other hand, it is important to foster "the reception of pilgrims by 
the dioceses of the host country." To this end, work has already begun 
with Cardinal Antonio María Rouco, archbishop of Madrid, and with other 
Spanish dioceses. 
"I want to work with everyone, above all with the delegations of youth 
ministry of the five continents," Father Jacquinet affirmed. 
Looking beyond the youth days, the new laity council official explained 
that it is necessary to promote youth ministry throughout the world. 
"Places of reflection are needed," he said, "for an ever more fragile 
generation. [...] The problem lies in the root, in that vacuum that young 
people need to fill and, [in order] to fill it, we must give concrete answers." 
 

Upcoming Parish & Youth Ministry Events: 
Sunday, December 14: – Fr. Bob's 20th Anniversary Celebration:  Fr. 
Bob is celebrating his 20th Anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood 
at the 12:00 Mass.  Afterwards, there will be a party in Szelest Hall until 
5:30p.  We have been asked to help by staffing the coatroom.  Please let 
us know if you can make it. (Junior & Senior Youth Group Event) 
Sunday, December 21: – Christmas Caroling at a nursing home:  
Please meet us at the parish office at 6:30p.  We will drive and return by 
8:30p.  Drivers over the age of 21 may be needed.  (Junior & Senior 
Youth Group Event) 
Aug 15-21, 2011:  World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain.   
 

Contact us:  You can email us at youthmin@stmarysdumont.org or call 
(201) 385-2936. 
 

We’ll See You At Mass!  Charlie & Lesa 


