
ST. MARY’S DUMONT  

Saturday Nov. 28 - Vigil 
 5:30PM Katherine Waldron 
Sunday  Nov. 29 - First Sunday of Advent 
 7:45AM Parishioners of St. Mary’s 
 10:00AM Arthur Rudolph 
 12 Noon Deceased Members of the Rosica Family 
Monday  Nov. 30 - St. Andrew 
 7:00AM Ann Reynolds 
 8:45AM Michael Walters 
Tuesday  Dec. 1 - Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM Michael Vucci 
 8:45AM Mary G. 
Wednesday  Dec. 2 - Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM Carmela Gangone 
 8:45AM Mary Smith 
Thursday  Dec. 3 - St. Francis Xavier 
 7:00AM Hap Russini 
 8:45AM Henry Brovarone 
Friday  Dec. 4 - Advent Weekday 
 7:00AM Umbelina Borges 
 8:45AM Beverly Walters 
Saturday  Dec. 5 - Advent Weekday 
 8:30AM Paul F. DiPaola 
 5:30PM Thomas F. O’Shea 
Sunday  Dec. 6 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 7:45AM Bryan du Laney 
 10:00AM Parishioners of St. Mary’s 
 12 Noon Joan Cole 
 

In Loving Memory 
The Bread and Wine offered at this week’s Masses are 
given in memory of Jacqueline Wallstein requested by 
the Dalton Family. 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in praise of God and in 
memory of the Hegarty and McCarty Families requested 
by family members. 

 

We ask your prayers for our recently deceased parishioners.  

Pray for our Sick 
If you would like our parish to continue to pray for family, friends or 
loved ones who are ill and in need of prayer, please call the rectory 
office – 201-384-0557.  We will put their names on the sick list once 
again and continue our prayer for them.  If you want their name to be 
added to our Prayer Chain, please let us know that as well.  
 

Peter Ramzi..Marie Woehrle..Susan G. Klarer..Joan O’Leary-Rella 
Ann Youngsworth..Debra Portillo..Marie McDermott..Bob Jackson 
Woke Family..Pat O’Connor..Alicia McMahon..Mary M...Eileen O’Leary 
Ann O’Neil..Anthony Matarazzo..Ben Zangoglia..John R...Maria Cruz 
Rose & Frank Farrell..Genevive DeVirgilis 
 

Immaculate Conception Novena 
Starting November 30th through December 8th following the 8:45 AM-
Mass, will be having Immaculate Conception Novena in the lower 
church.  On Sunday, December 6th , the novena will be held in the 
upper church following the 10:00am Mass. 
 

***Tri-Parish Advent Evening Prayer*** 
The three parish choirs of St. Mary’s, Ascension and St. John’s will 
again present a celebration of Advent Evening Prayer on Sunday eve-
ning, Dec. 6, at 4:00 PM, here at St. Mary’s.  It may seem so far away, 
but we are hoping that, with sufficient notice, our parishioners will mark 
this wonderful prayer time in their calendars and join us.  With the rush 
of the coming Christmas preparation, we sometimes forget that Advent 
is a time of prayerful preparation.  Please mark your calendars and 
plan on being with us.  

Sunday – Nov. 29 
9:00AM 10:00AM Adult RCIA RCA 
11:00AM-12:00PM Kids RCIA Class SFC 
11:00AM-12:00PM Teen RCIA Youth Room 
First Sunday of Advent 
 

Monday – Nov. 30 
After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC 
7:00PM Rel Ed PACT Angels Session UC/School 
Feast of St. Andrew 
 

Tuesday – Dec. 1 
After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC 
9:30AM Parents Group B05 
3:30PM Rel Ed PACT Angels Session UC/School 
6:00PM-7:30PM Basketball 18yrs & below SH 
7:00PM-9:00PM Adult Choir 
7:30PM-9:00PM Basketball 19yrs & above SH 
 

Wednesday – Dec. 2 
After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC 
4:00PM-5:00PM Children’s Choir 
5:00PM-6:00PM Bell Choir UC 
7:00PM OLPH Novena LC 
7:00PM Knitters and Crochetters Youth Room 
7:30PM-9:30PM Line Dancing SH 
Altar & Rosary Christmas Party The View 
 

Thursday – Dec. 3  
After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC 
7:00PM Baptism Rehearsal UC 
7:00PM-9:00PM Transfiguration Basketball SH 
7:30PM Pastoral Council Meeting RCB 
 

Friday – Dec. 4 
After 8:45AM Mass Rosary LC 
6:00PM-7:30PM Basketball 18yrs & below SH 
7:30PM Rosary for Peace LC 
7:30PM-9:00PM Basketball 19yrs & above SH 
 

Saturday – Dec. 5 
7:30AM Rosary LC 
11:00AM & 1:30AM First Penance Celebration UC 
 

Sunday – Dec. 6 
8:30AM Rel Ed PACT Angels Session LC/School 
9:00AM 10:00AM Adult RCIA RCA 
11:00AM-12:00PM Kids RCIA Class SFC 
11:00AM-12:00PM Teen RCIA Youth Room 
1:00PM-4:00PM PALAD EB Meeting RCB 
4:00PM Advent Evening Prayer UC 
Baptism 
Food Collection 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Bible Study Session 
We will gather on Monday evening, Dec. 7, at 7:30 PM, in the rectory, to 
continue our look at the letters of the New Testament, addressed to the 
early Christian communities.  You are invited to join us, even if you have 
not come to Bible Study before.  All you have to do is to bring a love 
of the God’s word and a Bible. 
 

Dec. 8 – Immaculate Conception 
Next Tuesday, Dec. 8, is the feast of the Immaculate Conception, the 
patroness of the United States and also the principal patroness of the 
Archdiocese of Newark.  This feast proclaims our belief that Mary was 
conceived without sin, preparing her to be the Mother of the Lord. Since 
this feast is a holyday of obligation, the Mass schedule for that day will 
be: 6:30 AM – 9:00 AM – 7:30 PM. There is no vigil Mass on Monday 
evening, Dec. 7. 
 

Evening of Prayer 
On Thursday, December 10th , we are having an evening of prayer -
Taize style -at 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the upper church.  Why not take an 
hour of quiet during this  busy season? 
 

Men’s Spirituality Group 
Our parish Men’s Spirituality Group will meet on Friday evening, Dec. 
11, from 8:00 – 9:30 PM, in the Spiritual Formation Center.  We invite 
the men of the parish to join in an evening of prayer, reflection on a talk 
given by one of the men, and simple fellowship with one another.  
There is no need to call ahead – just come that evening. 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 29, 2009  
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Our new Church year starts this weekend as we celebrate the 
First Sunday of Advent.  Our wreaths, both outside and inside the 
church, are lit and we look week by week for the coming of the Lord.  
For so many Catholics, this is solely a time to wait to celebrate  
Christmas.  That is certainly part of the season of Advent, but only when 
we reach the final week, beginning Dec. 17.  In the early weeks of this 
season, we focus our attention on the fact that Jesus is going to come 
back in glory at the end of time.   
 His return means that people of all time will be called to stand 
before the throne of God and will be called to declare how they lived 
their lives here on earth.  Some will be able to confidently say that they 
sought to live the Gospel message to the best of their ability. They 
spent time in prayer, in communion with the Lord.  They gathered with 
their brothers and sisters in faith each Sunday to thank the Lord in the 
celebration of the Eucharist.  They served their sisters and brothers, 
seeking to help in any way those who were less fortunate and who 
needed our help. 
 Others will only be able to stammer and stutter, explaining 
how they didn’t know and how they would have lived differently if they 
only had the chance.  But we have the chance and we do know and so 
we will be held responsible when it comes time to stand before the Lord. 
 One of the most wonderful aspects of the season of Advent is 
how it proclaims over and over again, year after year, how the Lord is 
going to return at the end of time.  We would truly have to be hard of 
hearing not to know that we are reminded again and again Advent after 
Advent that the Lord is coming back.  We can’t say that we didn’t know 
or that we didn’t have enough time. We have the time – we need to use 
it well. 
 Advent goes by so quickly, however.  It is only four weeks 
long and, since we become so focused on the coming feast of 
Christmas, before we know it, the weeks of Advent have come and 
gone.  There is nothing wrong with looking forward to Christmas.  We 
always hope, however, that it never stands in the way of our seeing 
beyond Christmas to what we call the Parousia, a word that refers to 
Christ’s return in glory at the end of time.  
 No one likes to pay taxes but we know that it has to be done 
and so we do it with the best possible attitude. No one likes to look to 
the end of our lives or the end of the world but we know that it is going 
to happen and so we prepare to the best of our ability.  If we do, there 
can be a lot less stress and a lot less uncertainty.  We may not know 
when it will happen, but when it does, we will be ready.   
 
               Love, 
   Fr. Bob  
 
Congratulations to our Youth Group! 
Last Sunday evening, Nov. 22, our parish Youth Group had their first 
Talent Show.  There was such a variety of talent that was shown that 
night, from little ones all the way to adults.  The money raised will go 
toward helping to defray the cost for some of our parish teens traveling 
to two youth events – World Youth Day and the National Youth 
Conference, both in 2010.  Special thanks go out to the Knights of 
Columbus – both the men and the women – for providing the spaghetti 
dinner and dessert that night. 
 

PALAD Corner 
SIMBANG GABI, this year, will be celebrated at St. Mary’s on Friday, 
December 18th.  Our celebration starts with Holy Mass at 7:30 pm in the 
Upper Church.  Immediately after Mass, everyone is invited over at 
Szelest Hall for dinner, entertainment, a short re-enactment of the 
Nativity by children, visit by Santa Claus, and lots of dancing.  Please 
mark your calendar and join us in the Simbang Gabi celebration.  For 
further information, please call the Rectory at (201) 384-0557 or Tito at 
(201) 387-9140. 
 

The Giving Tree 
Please don’t forget to pick up a gift tag from our Giving Tree located 

by the Sacred Heart Shrine.  You don’t need to wrapped the 
gifts when you bring them to the rectory during business 
hours, Monday-Friday, 9am-6pm, on or before December 6.  
If there are any questions regarding the Giving Tree please 
call Tom Ciotti at 201-385-7424 or Josie Parrella at 201-387-

0786. 

God’s Plan for Giving –“The measure of your free-will offering  
            shall be in proportion to the blessing the  
            Lord, your God, has bestowed on you.” 
               (Deuteronomy 16:10) 
 

Collection for Nov. 21 & 22          $9,708.00 
Total for same weekend in 2008         $9,134.00 
From our children’s weekly envelopes -          $4.00 
Campaign donations received thus far in October $20,239.28 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Here are some of the good deeds that the children of St. Mary’s did as 
a way of showing their love of God and of our parish.  We hope that 
they will always know how important what they do for God and for us is.  
Even though they are still young, they can give us a wonderful example 
to follow.  
 

      “I donated to charity.”                    “I was a good listener.” 
      “I helped with our new baby.”      “I watched my cousin.” 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise 
your heads because your redemption is at hand.”  from the 
Gospel of St. Luke. Images of the final judgment can be scary, 
especially if we have not been faithful to God’s commands throughout 
our lives.  However, if we have been good stewards, we have left 
nothing to chance.  We have carefully planned our giving and followed 
the Lord’s example of service and sacrifice.  Thus, no matter the day or 
the hour, we will be ready to stand erect and raise our heads to meet 
God face to face.  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Ministry – Parish Ministries 
As we start the special season of Advent, one of the ways in which we 
can prepare for the coming of the Lord at the end of time and each day 
in our lives is through the good deeds that we seek to do for others.  In 
our church at this time stands our Advent Giving Tree with tags on it, 
listing those items that adults and children in need can use.  This 
ministry of service is coordinated by members of our parish who want 
to serve others by organizing all that needs to be done so that our 
parishioners can purchase gifts for adults and children.  In this way, 
Christmas will be a day of great joy for those who will benefit from our 
generosity.  You can be a part of this ministry by phoning the 
rectory and letting us know that you want to be a part of the group 
of parishioners who organize the Advent Giving Tree and the 
Lenten Giving Tree.  It is a wonderful way to make the coming feasts 
of Christmas in a few weeks and Easter in the spring days of joy for 
others.  
 

Tithing the Tithe – 2009 
For the month of October, our parish was able to tithe a total of 
$1,179.00 from what we received in our Sunday collections.  We have 
sent checks to the following people/groups in the following amounts: 
 Nelson Bayona – Newark seminarian - $262.00 
 St. John Food Pantry, Newark - $262.00 
 Missionaries of Charity, Newark - $262.00 
 Emergency Fund - $393.00 
 

Stewardship Prayer 
Dear Lord, 
I pray that you will give me the wisdom to guide me on this faith journey 
of stewardship.  Help me to understand that everything that I have is a 
gift from you.  Open up my heart and my mind so that I may use these 
marvelous gifts to give back to you here on earth.  I pray, Lord, that you 
will welcome me into your kingdom at the end of my life and that you 
are pleased with what I have done with all your gifts.  Amen. 

Retired Religious Appeal 
Once again this year, we are asked to offer financial assistance to the 
many retired religious sisters, brothers and priests who have served so 
well and for so many years and now need our help in their retired years.  
The weekend of Dec. 12-13 has been designated for this annual 
Retired Religious Appeal collection.   Just recently, two sisters who 
ministered here at St. Mary – Sr. Margaret Hoffman and Sr. Elizabeth 
Mullin – passed away.  They were helped in their retirement by this 
collection and there are countless others who still need our financial 
assistance.  Please make this collection part of your commitment to 
live the Stewardship Way of Life and offer what you can from your 
own Treasure so that the retired religious of the United States may 
live with dignity. 



ST. MARY’S DUMONT  
Serving in Iraq 
We ask God to keep in his care all those who are serving overseas in 
our armed forces, especially in Iraq or Afghanistan. They are listed 
below and we ask your prayers for them. 
 

Christopher Iacobino   Michael Whitford   Michael Bianco 
Alicia Newball   Angelica Peji   Danny Hilsdorf 

James Markert   James Phillips   Wayne Lawton 
Kristine Becker   Donald Dickson   Anthony Dunkin 
Brian Collins   Edward Bryan Frago   Brian Lucas 

Christopher Cookson...Christopher Minayn...Kyle Zownir    
Joshua M LaBazzetta   James R. Melady   Robert Dellner 

David Christopher Pierson   Christopher Lynch 
Christopher Kishbach   Robert Challener, Jr 

Ryan Shireman   Christian Baierwalter 
 

If you have a relative serving in Iraq or Afghanistan, please call the rectory so 
that we can add his/her name and offer a prayer for him/her. 

Capital Campaign - New Information 
We have received some of the bills for the work done to the heating 
system in the school.  When we have all of them, we will be listing them 
below so that our parishioners will know what we spent on that project.  
We are continuing to look at the repair and re-painting of the church 
ceiling.  As we continue to determine the extent of that work, we will 
keep the parish informed.  
 

 Total amount in pledges made - $878,266.00 
 Number of families who have pledge       450 
 Average pledge per family -   $1,951.70 
 

 Cash collected thus far -  $459,287.63 
 Expenses paid thus far**  $250,500.83 
 Cash on hand -    $208,786.80 
 

Pledges for one time donation are still gratefully accepted. 
 

**Explanation of Expenses 
1) Total amount paid to Lynch Development Associates for  
       Preliminary Feasibility Study, Actual Capital Campaign  
       and costs related to both -   $87,970.83 
2) Rectory roof repair -   $15,000.00 
3) Church roof repair -   $41,001.00 
4) Lower Church Drains/Leak   $     445.00 
5) Tree Removal    $  2,000.00 
6) Parish Office Steps   $  5,535.00 
7) School Heating System   $98,549.00 
 

Campaign Prayer 
 God of all goodness, in every generation, you gather your 
people together in peace and bind them as one in prayer, in community 
and in service.  For almost one hundred years, you have united the 
people of St. Mary’s as one parish family.  We are men and women, 
adult and children, coming from the four corners of the earth, speaking 
different languages, yet bound together through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Through your goodness and the generosity of those who have 
come before us, we have been blessed in our present home – our 
church – for almost fifty years. 
 Now is the time for us, the people of St. Mary’s gathered at 
this time in our history, to ensure that what we have received from those 
before us may be preserved for those who will come after us.  In prayer 
and in reflection, we now realize the greatness of your bounty and we 
accept the challenge of offering our time, our talent and our treasure so 
that we can preserve for future generations what we have been 
fortunate enough to receive from those who have built before us in faith 
and trust. 
 Send your Spirit upon us, O Lord, that we may be cheerful as 
we accept joyfully this next phase in the life of our parish.  Help us to 
share a portion of our gifts, so that we, as a parish, may realize the 
dream and preserve for those who come after us what we have 
received in gratitude. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
*~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Plastic Shopping Bags Needed 
Every second Friday of the month, we take to St. John’s in Newark the 
plastic bags that people use when they go food shopping.  Those who 
come for a meal use these.  They carry the meal away in the bags, 
often saving part of the meal for later. Many people simply throw these 
bags out, but we are asking for them.  If you have any, please bring 
them either to the rectory or to church on Sunday and leave them in the 
ushers’ room off the vestibule at the main doors of the church.  

Liturgy Schedule 
Below is the schedule for liturgical ministries for the Masses for the 
weekend of December 5-6, the Second Sunday of Advent. 
 

5:30PM              7:45AM              10:00AM              12:00Noon 
H1-M. Truppe    H1-P. Keating     H1-E. Riguerra  H-1-N. Poznanski 
H3-N. Bayona    H-3-B. Kenter     H3-G. DeLima   H3-F. Ikelina 
H4-R. Schmidt   H4-N. Florio        H4-B. Bochicchio  H4-C. Reilly 
C1-P. Arroyo      C1-Janet Kaine  C1-E. Stevens    C1-H. Flores 
C2-G. Tagliareni C2-M. Daly        C2-D. Asistin       C2-M. Pacia 
C3-M. Bernard   C3-R. O’Shea    C3-M.A. Ragone  C3-P. Foglio 
C4-K. Sylvester  C4-H. Viloria      C4-Jayne Kaine   C4-R. Callahan  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
R1-J. Sylvester   R1-C. McGuire  R1-T. Connelly    R1-B. Miloscia 
R2-M. Manley     R2-K. Mullins     R2-J. Soltes        R2-L. Miloscia  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
S                        S                        S                          S 
S                        S                        S                          S 
S                        S                        S                          S 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Linen Schedule for the Month of November/December: 
Nov. 29 Eileen Moloney 
Dec. 6 Margaret Kennedy  Dec. 13 Eileen O’Leary 
Dec. 20 Catherine Kelly  Dec. 27 Mary Conboy 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
St. Mary’s Youth Ministry (SMYM) 
Working With Our Parish Community to Help Our Teens, 7th - 12th 
Grade, Become Better Versions of Themselves: Physically, Emotionally, 
Intellectually, & Spiritually 
 

WREATH & CEMETARY BLANKET SALE: 
Wreaths and grave blankets will be available for pickup Sunday, 
December 6th. 
 

FEATURE ARTICLES: 
“Our Church Home, Even in Death”: 
http://www.cny.org/archive/tdcolumn/tmd110509.htm 
“Who are the faith heroes living among us today?”: 
http://disciplesnow.faithstreams.com 
 

CHRISTIAN MUSIC & WEBSITES FOR TEENS: 
R U Looking 4 Christian Music for Teens on the radio?  Listen to 
99.1 FM 
R U Looking 4 a Catholic website for teens?  Go to  http://
www.mycatholicvoice.com 
What is NCYC? http://ncyc.nfcym.org/ncycpromo.htm 
 

NEED TO TALK TO US?  You can meet us at the music platform after 
the 7:45 and 10:00 Masses, call us at (201) 385-2936, or email us at 
youthmin@stmarysdumont.org. 
 

We'll see you at Mass!  Charlie & Lesa 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Archdiocesan Announcement 
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all 
allegations of sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, 
religious sisters and brothers and lay staff of the Archdiocese.  We 
encourage anyone with knowledge of any act of sexual misconduct 
to inform us immediately so that we may take appropriate action to 
protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse.  
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct 
may do so my calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth 
Protection at 201-407-3256. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Our Trip to Lancaster 
Our trip to Lancaster to see The Voices of Christmas is now closed.  
The price had to be raised to $98.00 since we did not have 40 people 
as a minimum number in order to get the original price of $91.25.  If you 
are going on this trip and if you have not done so already, we ask that 
you please bring in the additional $6.25 as soon as possible so that we 
can pay the balance of the bill.  Please remember – you have to be at 
St. Mary’s by 7:15 AM on Dec. 19 and we will return to Dumont by 
9:30 PM that day. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
2010 Sunday Missals 
Copies of St. Joseph’s Sunday missals are now available.  The cost is 
$3.00 for each missal.  Missals can also be purchased at the rectory.. 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 29, 2009  
 
PACT/Religious Education Program Updates 

Advent  
PACT families should watch their mail and e-mail for some great 
resources for this Advent season including a family Advent calendar 
and the November edition of Partners in Faith.  There is also a letter 
with information about the PACT Advent Giving Project for Eva’s 
Village.  
First Penance  

First Penance will be celebrated December 5th. Please pray 
for our candidates and their families as they approach the 
Lord asking for forgiveness that this may truly be a time of 
God’s grace for our candidates, their families, and for our 

parish family.  Pray also that we all may remember what we tell our 
candidates- that Jesus forgives us as soon as we are sorry for our sins! 
Confirmation  

Candidates should be participating in service projects at this 
time.  Some candidate information registration forms have 
not come back yet, they are past due. Remember! No one is 

automatically signed up to prepare for the sacraments because they are 
a certain age or grade in school. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Breakfast with Santa 

Save the Date! Santa will be making a stop in Dumont on 
Saturday Dec 19th. It's a great opportunity to show Santa that 
you've been a good little boy or girl. Breakfast with Santa 
begins at 9AM and includes fruit, juice, bagels, munchkins, 

cereal, coffee and tea. There will be projects to keep the little ones busy 
while they wait for the arrival of our guest of honor. Admission is $6 and 
children under 2 are free. Reservations are required.  
Forms are available in the church, through the Religious Ed office or 
online at the parish website. Breakfast with Santa is sponsored by St. 
Mary’s Young Adult Ministry. Questions? Contact Brian O'Dowd at 201-
385-2859.  
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Advent Wreath Making 
Almost 200 Advent Wreaths were made during the two PACT Sessions 
on November 15 and November 22.  Thank you to all the families who 
participated and for all the catechists who helped make this project such 
a success.  Look for more pictures on the bulletin board in the vestibule 
of the church and in the Twin-Boro News. 

Nov. 29, 2009 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 There has been information being circulated regarding the 
collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, taken up 
last weekend, Nov. 21-22.   This information called for a boycott of this 
collection due to a perception that money from this collection went to 
programs contrary to the teaching of the Catholic Church.  I want to give 
you a summary of a memo sent to American bishops by Bishop Roger 
P. Morin, chair of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development.  He 
writes: 
 

 I write to respond to a recent report from Bellarmine Veritas 
Ministries that identified several CCHD-funded groups that had taken 
actions in conflict with CCHD’s guidelines after they were funded, 
particularly lack of conformity with Catholic teaching. 
 The projects in the report included The Rebecca Project for 
Human Rights, in Washington, D.C.; the Chinese Progressive 
Association; and Young Workers United, both based in San Francisco.  
The leadership of The Rebecca Project, which had already been de-
funded by CCHD as a result of national and local staff oversight, was 
found to be in support of abortion rights.  The Chinese Progressive 
Association and Young Workers United, both immigrant workers’ rights 
groups, had, without knowledge of the local archdiocese or CCHD, 
produced voter guides that took positions on referenda opposed to 
Catholic teaching on same-sex marriage and, in one case, parental 
notification and abortion.  As soon as these facts were confirmed, and 
after consultation with the local archdiocese, the groups were also de-
funded.  These prompt and decisive responses were noted by 
Bellarmine in a subsequent story on its website.  Two other groups 
named in the original story were investigated and, in consultation with 
the local dioceses, the charges proved to be inaccurate or a 
misunderstanding had occurred.  These firm actions are consistent with 
CCHD’s policies and practices, which deny funding to groups that take 
positions contrary to Catholic teaching.   
 In addition,…the CCHD ban on funding ACORN at any level 
remains in place. You can assure your people that this will be the third 
CCHD collection in which no funds have gone or will go to any national 
or local ACORN structures. 
 I want to take this opportunity…to assure you that the CCHD 
subcommittee and staff take seriously any allegation that groups we 
fund are not in compliance with Catholic teaching, or are participating in 
partisan political activity.  We immediate investigate each allegation in 
consultation with the local diocese and, if the allegations are confirmed, 
discontinue funding immediately.  We are always examining ways to 
strengthen and improve our monitoring efforts to ensure that all of the 
current 250 current grantees comply with CCHD criteria.  This is an 
ongoing process, involving both local dioceses and national CCHD 
staff.  
 Support of CCHD has helped: 1) empower 250 groups of low-
income people throughout the country to life themselves from poverty; 
2) assist economic development initiatives in 18 different communities, 
including employment and housing; 3) preach the good news of the 
CCHD’s “Poverty USA” campaign. 
 

 If any of our parishioners have questions about the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development, please go on to the American 
Bishops’ website – www.usccb.org. 
 

Thank you, 
Fr. Bob 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Knights of Columbus Events: 
Saturday Dec 12 – Christmas party – 7-11PM - Contact Charles Hollis 
at 201-387-9750 (Press #3) for reservations. $27 per person 
Sunday Dec 13 – Children’s Christmas Party – 2-5PM – For children 10 
and under – The event is free, but reservations are required. Each child 
will receive a gift from Santa. 
 

The Council is open on Friday evenings from 8-11PM. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Christmas Celebration 
St. Patrick’s Church, 492 Bramhall Ave., Jersey City, will be hosting 
Peace and Joy: A Christmas Celebration on Sunday, Dec. 13, at 2:30 
PM.  Those singing and playing include: Ciaran Sheehan, Irish Tenor; 
Gay Willis, Soprano; Eily O’Grady Patterson, Pianist/Producer; and the 
Strings of Tara.  Tickets are $30, Senior Citizens, $15.  Call 201-433-
1258 or 201-332-8600 for more information.  

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Thanks to all who made it possible for our parish to prepare the 
Thanksgiving food baskets.  Some gave canned food, others gave 
turkeys and others made monetary donations.  Whatever was given, it 
allowed us to give food and dignity to families coming for help.  Our 
pantry is well stocked, but the quantity goes down quickly, especially as 
people continue to experience difficulties.  For now, we have been 
able to help so many and it was only possible because of the 
goodness of the parishioners of St. Mary’s. 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ *  ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
Fathers’ Support Group 
The needs of fathers who have suffered the loss of a son or daughter 
are unique.  The Office of Family Life Ministries of the Archdiocese of 
Newark invites all grieving fathers to a special place of understanding 
and healing.  The Support Group for Fathers Whose Children Have 
Died will meet on Saturday, Dec. 5, 2009, at Notre Dame Church, 359 
Central Avenue, North Caldwell, at 10:00 AM.  Pre-registration is 
requested.  Please call the Office of Family Life at 973-497-4327 for 
information, directions and registration. 


